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Famous Mining Districts of California Being 
Re-opened by Electricity 


ms LECTRICITY is playing 
its part in every industry 
in the San Joaquin Val- 
ley and the development 
of this wonderful empire 
is being greatly facilitated 
as the result, but to no section is elec- 
tric power of more importance than to 
the mining districts, where its intro- 
duction has lately been accomplished, 
and a stimulation of activity thereby 
provoked. “This flexible and economi- 
cal power is solving a problem in the 
mines of the valley, that has been a 
serious obstacle in years gone by. 
Power lines are being extended in re- 
gions, that years ago were famous pro- 
ducers, and in their path an interest 
is being reawakened in an important 
industry which means millions and mil- 
lions of dollars to the counties in which 
it is located. 

Certain districts on the system of 
the San Joaquin Light and Power Cor- 
poration are distinctive for the indus- 
tries that they serve. For instance, the 
Coalinga and Midway districts are en- 
tirely devoted to the oil industry, 
McFarland to alfalfa, Edison to citrus 
fruits, Raymond to quarrying, and so 
on in cases too numerous to mention, 
and now, added to these various ex- 
amples, is mining in Mariposa and 
Merced counties. Other counties in 
the valley, Fresno, Madera and Kern, 
are on the list where power is being 
Served for the operation of mines, but 
as yet the development in these coun- 
ties has not reached the stage where it 
means as much to the prosperity and 
welfare of the locality as it does to the 
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districts in the northern end of the val- 
ley. 

In the vicinity of Hornitos, Mariposa 
County, there is a great renewal of ac- 
tivity, and gradually the famous mines 
of olden days are being re-opened. 
Hardly a week passes that a party 
of mining mem and engineers does 
not visit the district. Like in all min- 
ing territories the hope still lives that 
the camp will again come into its own. 
The advent of electricity, which per- 
mits of the more feasible and economi- 
cal operation of the workings, and the 
adoption of more approved methods in 
handling the ore, have given rise to the 
belief that the mines can be worked 
at greater profit than before, and a 
corresponding feeling of optimism per- 
vades the entire district. 

Some of the state's richest mineral 
districts are included within the boun- 
daries of Mariposa County. There are 
many rich veins lying idle, apparently 
from the indifference of the owners to 
work the same. The whole county is 
decidedly a mining region and there 
are probably more gold bearing quartz 
veins to be found there than in any 
other territory the same size in the 
state. There are three mining belts. 
The Mother Lode, of course, is by 
itself. There are the East and West 
belts, and in addition the Copper belt. 
The present mining industry includes 
five towns and about fifteen quartz 
crushing plants. According to the 
most recent report of the California 
State Mining Bureau, gold to the value 
of $160,541 was produced in Mariposa 
County in the year 1912. Copper and 
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The Mount Gaines Mine, the flrst electrically operated mine in the state 


silver were also produced, the former 
to the value of $46,957 and the latter 
to the value of $6,796. 

The Quartzburg mining district lies 
around Hornitos, extending as far as 
the line of the famous Fremont Grant, 
ten miles away. It was in this district 
that California's first mining laws were 
formulated. “The Washington mine 
near here, which has produced millions 
of dollars worth of gold and would 
still be paying heavily were it not for 


legal entanglements which have caused 
the famous workings to be in inactivity 
for several years past, was discovered 
in 1850, two years after Marshall’s 
famous finding on Sutter Creek. It 
was in the 50’s that this district saw 
its greatest activity. People flocked 
there by the hundreds on account of 
the rich quartz and placer workings. 
The streams in the vicinity were rich 
in gold and they were panned for miles 
up and down. The town of Hornitos 
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Transformer bank, switca and meter box at Silver Lead Mine 
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New dredger of the Yosemite Gold কিস Company at work on Merced River. 


Transformer bank 


in middle of the vessel 


sprung up and enjoyed a great boom, 
and at that time it was the most im- 
portant point on the old stage road be- 
tween Stockton and Los Angeles. The 
town and district are rich also in the 


early history and romance of the state, 
and the pioneers tell of it that on ac- 
count of the great wealth that was dug 
out of the ground in its vicinity, 
Joaquin Murietta, one of early Cali- 
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New air compressor and electric drive at the property of the Silver Lead Mining Company 
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fornia’s most notorious bandits, made 
his headquarters near there. Adobe 
buildings, with massive iron doors, 
were then the prevailing form of con- 
struction and today a reminder of the 
stirring and prosperous times that were 
had in those days may be seen in these 
same structures still standing, some 
slowly crumbling, however, while 
others are in a perfect state of pres- 
ervation, along the twisting Market 
and Broadway streets of the famous 
old historic town. 


and it is believed that it will be opened 
up again later in the year. 

Three mining properties, the Silver 
Lead, the Number One and the Num- 
ber Five, have only recently been con- 
nected up with the lines of the San 
Joaquin Light and Power Corporation 
and are now being entirely operated 
by electricity, while another famous 
mine, the Ruth Pierce, in the same 
locality, is negotiating for a large in- 
stallation and expects to be resuming 
operations within the next few months. 


Workings of Number Five Mine, showing foundation for rock crusher on extreme right 


The famous Mount Gaines Mine is 
in the district surrounding Hornitos. 
It is served by the San Joaquin Light 
and Power Corporation and is the first 
mine in California to be worked by 
electric power. It has an installation 
of 300 horsepower used to operate a 
twenty stamp mill, hoists and other 
machinery about the place. The big 
mine is at present closed down, but 
the buildings and machinery have been 
kept up in the best possible condition 
and are ready to resume operations at 
a moment's notice. The property is 
owned by A. R. Maines of Los Angeles 
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Mining interests operating the Pitts- 
burg-Silver Peak Gold Mining Com- 
pany properties in Nevada, have taken 
over the Silver Lead mine. W. A. 
Bradley is the general manager in 
charge of all of the properties, while 
Albert K. Andrews is the superintend- 
ent of the Silver Lead, and is conduct- 
ing the operation of that mine. The 
company has entirely re-equipped the 
property, building a new mill, modern 
in every detail, of ten stamp capacity 
and entirely operated by electricity. A 
new hoist has been erected and also a 
new electrically driven air compressor. 
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There is an installation of 150 horse- 
power to care for all of the motors on 
the property. 

The famous Number One Mine, 
which has taken out some of the rich- 
est pockets in the history of the min- 
ing industry in the state, resumed op- 
erations July Ist. It is controlled by 
New York interests of which C. E. Fos- 
ter, of the Power Specialties Com- 
panies, is the directing head. Charles 
McGinn is the superintendent in charge 
of operations on the ground. The prop- 
erty is at present being operated by an 
installation of 103 horsepower, but the 


now being installed. The property is 
being operated by the Nevada Mineral 
Extraction Company of which S. Web- 
ster Parker is the president and gen- 
eral manager. C. H. Gage is the super- 
intendent in charge of work at the 
mine. “The company intends to em- 
ploy a large force of men and to op- 
erate on a scale never before attempted 
in that immediate locality. | 

The Ruth Pierce Mine 15 in the same 
locality and before long it is expected 
that electricity will be delivered there 
to operate an installation of 150 horse- 
power. Preparations are now being 


Number One mining property. Object to right of 


company is now figuring on the in- 
stallation of an air compressor, which 
will require an additional sixty horse- 
power. 

The Number Five Mine is resuming 
operations with the prospect of mov- 
ing a very large body of high grade 
ore and has installed a big rock crusher, 
electrically driven, for the more eco- 
nomical handling of the output. The 
company has an installation of seventy- 
fve horsepower for the operation of 
compressors and hoists and is install- 
ing thirty horsepower additional capac- 
ity for the operation of new machinery 


mill is transformer bank and end of pole line 


made for the re-opening of the prop- 
erty. The distribution line has already 
been built. 

R. Casad, agent of the Merced dis- 
trict of the San Joaquin Light and 
Power Corporation, under whose direc- 
tion the business in this mining ter- 
ritory falls, is negotiating with prop- 
erty owners with the prospect of put- 
ting on a largely increased load in the 
future. He reports many inquiries re- 
garding power for service in idle mines 
in the district and he is hopeful of the 
successful consummation of many of 
the negotiations. 
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In Merced County gold dredging 
represents the sum total of the min- 
ing industry and the field of this ac- 
tivity is located on the banks of the 
Merced River about eighteen or twenty 
miles above the city of Merced. The 
operations, which have been conducted 
for the past seven years with big suc- 
cess, are now extending and, in ad- 
dition to the company now prosecuting 
work, other concerns are negotiating 
for the beginning of work on promis- 
Ing property under their control. Elec- 
tricity is being used entirely in the 
dredging operations and the Yosemite 
Gold Dredging Comnany, which is at 
present alone in the field, is using 150 
horsepower. “The scene of its opera- 
tions is just above Snelling. A new 
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dredger costing $100,000 for the con- 
struction and equipment, has recently 
been placed in commission. It moves 
200 cubic yards an hour. The use of 
electricity permits its continuous op- 
eration and the buckets on the big boat 
never cease in their endless travel 
night or day except at such times when 
a clean-up of the gold is made. “The 
boat is lighted by electricity and elec- 
trically equipped throughout, the night 
shifts working in equally as much com- 
fort as enjoyed by the day crews. 
Although the company has workea 
over a large acreage during the years 
of its operation, and with big profit 
it is believed, it controls lands yet to 
be worked that will keep the dredgers 
busy for many years to come. 


Pioneer of Pacific Diesel Type Fleet Launched 
in Shipyards of San Francisco Bay 


The first regular Diesel type pro- 
pelled vessel constructed in the ship- 
yards on San Francisco Bay, the Marie 
L. Hanlon, was launched recently. The 
new vessel is of the towboat type and 
develops 160 horsepower with her Bol- 
inder engine. Her cruising radius un- 
der oil fuel will be 2000 miles. “The 
Marie L. Hanlon heads a list of Diesel 
type engine vessels that are planned 
to be launched in the near future, stim- 
ulated by the cheapness, efficiency, 
convenience and cleanliness of fuel oil 
as compared with coal. 


A wireless receiver small enough to 


be carried in the pocket, but so efficient 
it will pick up messages when con- 
nected to almost anv metal surface, 15 
the invention of a French scientist. 
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The big fuel ship Kanawha will be 
completed and launched at Mare Island 
navy yard and will be finished shortly. 
She will have two Nurnberg engines 
of 2600 horsepower each. The Mare 
Island yard is also working on the fuel 
ship Maumee, which will have three 
cylinders, triple expansion engines of 
2600 horsepower. 

Naval men are taking a keen interest 
in the outcome of these two govern- 
ment vessels, as they will furnish a 
test of comparison between themselves 
and naval coal burning vessels of the 
same horsepower. 


It is said that 1,500,000 horsepower 
remain to be developed from the water 
power of New York state. This would 
mean a saving in fuel bills of $50,000 
a year. 
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Final Figures for Petroleum Production 
Shows Enormous Increase in Value 


Final figures on the production of 
petroleum in the United States during 
1913 have been issued in tabular form 
by the United States Geological Sur- 
vey. The figures are accompanied by 
the following review: 

Eight days after the close of the 
year 1913 the United States Geological 
Survey published a very close estimate 
of the total production of oil in the 
United States, giving the product of 
each state. “This estimate was pre- 
pared from pipeline runs, supplemented 
by many statements from smaller con- 
cerns. | 

The survey in June follows this 
statement by giving the results of a 
complete canvass of the United States, 
including also the shipments by tank 
cars and shipments from oil wells 
direct to refineries without entering 
any trunk lines. This canvass involved 
a complete system of inquiries directed 
to every petroleum producer in the 
United States and was entirely inde- 
pendent of the pipeline inquiries. A 
similar canvass is made each year. 

These results are published in the 
table below. While they agree sub- 
stantially with the statement of pro- 
duction at the beginning of the year, 
differing by only 2.5 per cent, the can- 
vass has been necessary, not only to 
check the accuracy of the January es- 
timate but because without it the es- 
timate made at the end of the follow- 
ing year would be much less exact and 
possess little value. 


These complete results show an even 
greater gain from 1912 than was fore- 
cast by the estimate, the total produc- 
tion being 248,446,230 barrels, against 
222,935,044 barrels in the previous year. 


No effort is made by any statistical 
agency, except the Federal Survey, to 
publish a statement of the total value 
of the crude petroleum at the wells. 
In 1912 this value amounted to 
$164,213,247, or an average of 73.7 
cents a barrel. 


The feature of paramount interest 
for 1913 was the enormous increase in 
this value to $237,121,388, or 95.4 cents 
a barrel. Thus the gain in barrels was 
less than 26,000,000 (25,511,186), while 
the gain in value was about $73,000,000 
($72,908,141). 


The output increased more than 11 
per cent while the value increased four 
times that percentage, or 44.40 per 
cent. Every state except Colorado 
showed an increase in the value of the 
oil. Every field showed a gain in 
value, the lowest gain being 15.25 per 
cent in California, and the highest 
78.28 per cent in the Mid-Continent 
region. 


The total production in California, 
subject to revision, was 97,764,525 bar- 
rels, value at $45,661,400, equal to 46.7 
cents per barrel. 


The following summary gives the 
production, prices, etc., by states or 
regions in 1913: 


Quantity Avg. price 
State or Region— (barrels) Value per barrel 
Appalachian ....................... 25,921,785 $ 63,708,981 $2.458 
Lima and Indiana .................. 4,773,138 6,588,068 1.380 
]][]}}019: e rin ake actes tesa ted ashe 23,893,899 30,971,910 1.296 
Mid-Continent ..................... 84,920,225 80,767,758 0.951 
GUlP "soto apte uem e ac mE 8,542,494 /,093,997 0.936 
Culiornid. acis cnt ere e deu MS 97,764,525 45,661,400 0.467 
Colorado and Wyoming ............ 2,595,321 1,362,011 0.525 
Othéf- usu xa aspas cuan dS 34,843 67,263 1.930 
Total isse Bote vas 248,446,230 $237,121,388 $0.954 
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Possibilities of Pump Irrigation in San Joaquin 
Valley---What Electricity Has Done 


By A. G. WISHON, 
General Manager San Joaquin Light and Power Corporation 


The state engineer's office reported 
that 91,000 acres were being irrigated 
from pumping wells in 1909 in the San 
Joaquin Valley; in 1912 a total of 
171,000 acres by all methods of pump- 
ing. 

On June 1st, 1914, the San Joaquin 
Light and Power Corporation was ir- 
_ rigating 99,681 acres, not including the 
acreage being irrigated by power sold 
to the Tulare County Power Company 
or the Midland Counties Public Service 
Corporation, which would add many 
thousand acres to this. 


Thus it is to be seen that after a 
short span of years our company alone 
at present is furnishing electricity to 
operate pumps for the irrigation of 
more acreage than was irrigated by 
all methods of pumping then. 


There is in the San Joaquin Valley 
6,530,000 acres of valley agricultural 
land. Of this amount 1,290,796 acres 
is irrigated by gravity ditches. It is 
conservatively estimated, by those who 
have given the matter careful study, 
that if all of the streams flowing into 
the San Joaquin Valley were reser- 
voired to their ultimate capacity, the 
flow of the streams and the waters so 
reservoired would irrigate only one- 
half of the agricultural area. But until 
the water is reservoired, the stream 
flow is such that pump irrigation is 
necessary, in many instances, along 
with the gravity irrigation on account 
of the short season of the stream flow 
and the uncertainty of the same. The 


certainty of pump irrigation is the 
crowning feature of its value to a far- 
mer and is ample justification for its 
greater cost as by means of it he con- 
serves his time, programs his work and 
produces more from the same land than 
he possibly could by the uncertain 
gravity method. 


The acreage given above does not 
include a very extensive area of roll- 
ing foothills that some day, some way 
will be irrigated. 


When you consider that the system 
of the Fresno canals covers only about 
400,000 acres and is practically all of 
the irrigated land in Fresno County 
and, as I understand it, the largest ir- 
rigation system in America, it by com- 
parison gives you some conception of 
the magnitude of the work that we 
have accomplished in the fifteen years 
since pump irrigation by electricity 
was originally started. 


Of the 3,265,000 acres of tillable land 
in the flat valley of the San Joaquin 
(not considering the broad expanse of 
rolling foothills or land irrigated or 
possible to irrigate by streams), I es- 
timate that the electrical companies 
will eventually irrigate 2,500,000 acres 
which, at 10 acres to the horsepower, 
would give us an additional ultimate 
use of 250,000 horsepower for irriga- 
tion alone. But along with the de- 
velopment of irrigation comes the de- 
velopment of the commercial indus- 
tries that take about an equal amount ` 
of power. The whole scheme is to de- 
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Table Showing Irrigible and Irrigated Lands in the San Joaquin Valley 
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Tulare ...... 


1,290,796 64,659 


Data Secured from Report of State Agricultural Department 


1,383,214 


17,279,720 7,124,290 3,731,928 


Total .. 


velop irrigation. The commercial in- 
dustries automatically develop them- 
selves with comparatively slight effort, 
but of course with a corresponding in- 
vestment. 


I think I can state, without casting 
any reflections upon the efforts of the 
other power companies, that we: can 
show the most complete electrically 
operated districts, dependent entirely 
upon electric power for all of their 
water and for all of their uses, of any 
of the power companies. We believe 
that our scheme of rating is respon- 
sible for this result. 


We have a plant load factor better 
than 80 per cent—due again, we think, 
to our scheme of rating and method 
of supplying power to consumers. 

We also look with pride and call par- 
ticular attention to the success of those 
who are buying our power for pump 
irrigation and are enjoying almost 
universal success and prosperity. 
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Upper—Scene in business street of Corcoran. Middle—Thirty-six head of horses pulling harvester. 
Lower—The congestion when a railroad train blocks the crossing 
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Harvesting the Record Breaking Grain Crop 
in Corcoran and Iulare Lake District 


a HE harvesting of the 

Nó greatest grain crop— 
wheat and barley—in the 
history of that fast de- 
veloping territory is now 
under way in Corcoran 
and the Tulare Lake lands. Conditions 
were favorable for a big crop. Early 
rains, followed by plenty more, and 
a moderate climate condition were re- 
responsible for the planting of the 
largest acreage known in the district 
and now the owners of these tracts, 
varying in size from fractions of a sec- 
tion to many thousands of acres, are 
reaping the golden harvest of their 
toresight. 

Hundreds of men and horses and 
scores of power propelled vehicles are 
working unceasingly to get the big 
crop under roof. Corcoran, the thriv- 
Ing town which is the distributing 
point for this great district, has pre- 
sented a remarkable scene of activity 
since June 15th, when the hauling of 
the harvest began, and daily the scores 
ot heavily laden mule teams, auto- 
mobile trucks and traction engines, 
bringing the sacked grain to the ware- 
houses, pass through its streets from 
early morning until late at night. It 
will take three full months to make 
the harvest and store the grain and 
not until September 15th, at nearest 
calculations, will the tremendous task 
be completed. 

The forecast for a heavy crop was 
made early in the season and before 
the winter months had far advanced 
it was known that a record breaking 
grain yield was to be had this year 
in the lake country. Preparations for 
its harvesting began early and just as 
soon as the spring rains and the sum- 
mer sunshine had gotten in their work 
to ripen the fields sufficiently to cut, 
the big harvesting machines were put 
to work. “The greater part of the yield 
is being harvested by contract, har- 
vester outfit owners going into the 


territory and doing the work for the 
crop owners, although in some cases, 
where the acreage to be cut is suf- 
ficiently large to warrant, the harvest 
Is being made by the owners them- 
selves. l 

The harvesting of the grain crop has 
always been one of the picturesque in- 
cidents connected with life in Califor- 
nia, but the sight at harvesting time 
in the great fields at the present day 
is entirely different from that of a half 
score years ago. “Then the combined 
outfits, drawn by thirty-six and forty- 
eight head of horses, were the general 
rule and the sight of so many head of 
stock, together with the wonderful op- 
eration of the huge harvester, always 
excited widespread comment and at- 
tention. But these times have changed 
and the horse drawn vehicle has in 
the larger districts been superseded by 
the traction engine, and now this form 
of direct driven harvester is likewise 
nearing the top of its popularity and 
the electrically operated machine, 
which permits different speeds of op- 
eration without regard to the speed 
at which the harvester is traveling, 
is coming into use. In the Corcoran 
and Tulare Lake district, of the four- 
teen big outfits in service there, only 
one is drawn by horses. One elec- 
trically operated harvester is in use. 

Likewise the mule drawn team, that 
hauls the sacked grain from the har- 
vest fields to the warehouse, is being 
gradually shoved to the background by 
the automobile trucks and traction en- 
gines, which do not tire and do not 
require food except the oil and water 
which gives them the power to travel. 

The task of harvesting the tremen- 
dous yield has been rushed since the 
middle of June and the outfits in the 
field are working at full capacity in 
order to complete the contracts ahead 
on time. 

The horse drawn harvester requires 
thirty-six head of stock and gets over 


341 


Google 


San Joaquin Light and Power Magazine 


M 


T 


LI s ' 


The electrically operated harvester. 
visible at rear of tractor. 
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Upper—Motor which drives the harvester. 
Lower—Generator at rear of tractor which sup- 


a 


" 


plies current to operate harvester 


from 60 to 100 acres of grain a day, 
according to the character of the 
ground and local harvesting conditions. 
It will travel about two miles an hour. 

The gasoline tractors travel about 
one mile an hour faster and in an 
eleven-hour day will harvest about 100 
acres. 

The electrically operated harvester, 
although traveling still faster, about 
four miles an hour, does not harvest 
quite so large an acreage, its present 


capacity being about 90 acres, owing to 
the fact that it cuts a narrower width, 
thirty-six feet instead of the thirty- 
eight feet cut by the other machines. 
The total number of men employed 
in the harvesting is about eighty. 
The operation of the electric motor 
driven harvester is particularly inter- 
esting. It is owned by H. F. Hubbard. 
The harvester is hauled by a sixty 
horsepower Best tractor, at the rear 
of which a 10 K. W. Ideal Electric 
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Generator is partly 
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Company generator has been set up. 
The generator produces a 220 volt cur- 
rent. It is driven by a ten-inch leather 
belt from the clutch and flywheel of 
the tractor. “This supplies sufficient 
power for a 10 horsepower direct cur- 
rent motor at 920 R. P. M. and runs 
the harvester at any speed desired for 
either a heavy or a light stand. This 
is its main advantage in that the speed 
at which the harvesting machinery is 
working can be either increased or de- 
creased as desired, regardless of the 
speed at which the harvester itself is 
being propelled through the field. 

The hauling of the grain from the 
harvest fields to the warehouse is an 
undertaking requiring the labor of hun- 
dreds of men and horses, and the ser- 
vice of automobile trucks and traction 
engines. “The hauling season began 
June 15th and will close September 
15th and during this season it is es- 
timated the following division of labor 
will be necessary to handle the im- 
mense crop. 

45,000 horse days hauling 450,000 ton 
miles; 

360 truck days hauling 62,550 ton 
miles; 

180 tractor days hauling 111,420 ton 
miles. 

To do the hauling it will require 
10,080 men days divided as follows: 
9,000 team men days, 720 truck men 
days and 360 tractor men days. 

As two men are required for the op- 
eration of every team, truck and trac- 
tor, the relative value in ton miles per 
day of each two men so occupied is 
as follows: 

10-horse team—100 ton miles per 
day; 

Automobile truck—174 ton miles per 
day; 

Traction engine—619 ton miles per 
day. 

These figures have been supplied by 
grain men at Corcoran who are fully 
conversant with the conditions prevail- 
ing throughout the district and there 
is every reason to believe that they 
are correct. 

The handling of the harvest is being 
greatly facilitated by the use of auto- 


mobile trucks and traction engines. 
Scores of teams are also engaged in 
the work but the more modern means 
of transportation are the greatest aid 
in the more rapid movement of the 
grain. 


The mechanical equipment hauling 
into Corcoran consists of four auto- 
mobile trucks and two traction engines. 
A five-ton White truck is doing the 
heaviest work. It is hauling a distance 
of fourteen miles and makes three 
round trips a day, moving in all fifteen 
tons of grain. It covers eighty-four 
miles in a day’s work and in ton miles 
has a daily performance of 210 to its 
credit. Two men are required on the 
truck and it travels at a speed of twelve 
miles per hour. 

Two four-ton Packard trucks each 
make three round trips daily. They 
haul fourteen miles and travel at a 
speed of ten miles an hour. Two men 
handle each truck. “The combined 
daily haul of these trucks is twenty- 
four tons. 

A Knox truck, hauling seven tons, 
makes two trips in three days, hence 
averaging almost five tons per day. lt 
hauls a distance of sixteen miles but 
has a speed of but four miles an hour. 
Two men comprise its crew. 

Of the traction engines the Case is 
doing the heaviest work. It is haul- 
ing seventeen tons daily. It has a haul 
of eighteen miles and travels at a speed 
of better than three miles an hour. It 
makes one round trip daily and is op- 
erated by two men. 

A forty-five horsepower Interna- 
tional tractor is hauling thirty-six tons 
in three days. It has a speed of bet- 
ter than three miles an hour and a haul 
of eighteen miles to the warehouse. It 
hauls eighteen tons and makes two 
round trips in three days. Two men 
are required to handle it. 

So far as it has been possible to as- 
certain there are 500 horses engaged in 
hauling. The teams will average about 
ten horses to the team and will haul 
approximately ten tons to the trip. A 
driver and helper go with every team, 
which means that there are, on an 
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average, about 100 men occupied with 
the teaming. 


Obviously, in the handling of a grain 
crop of such proportions, the ware- 
house problem is one of the most im- 
portant to be considered. In 1907 
when F. A. Cleveland, the pioneer 
grain man of Corcoran, came to that 
town there were no warehouses in the 
place. The entire district had a capac- 
ity only of 112,000 sacks, 100,000 of 
which was at Guernsey and the re- 
mainder at Angiola. Mr. Cleveland 
erected a warehouse of 30,000 sacks 
capacity in Corcoran. This total 
capacity of 142,000 sacks served the 
district for the time being, but as the 
yields grew larger each year, the ware- 


Two improved methods of hauling grain. 
Upper—Case traction engine pulling seventeen 
tons. Lower—Five-ton White truck. 


house capacity has likewise increased 
and at present the total capacity of 
the district is 550,000 sacks. This has 
been obtained by the construction of 
warehouses at Allensworth to accom- 
modate 200,000 sacks, the rental of floor 
space for 120,000 sacks in the factory 
of the South Western Sugar Corpora- 
tion at Corcoran, enlarging the capacity 
of the Cleveland warehouse to 43,000 
sacks and the construction this year 
by Cutter Brothers of an additional 
warehouse of 75,000 sacks capacity. 


The entire grain yield of the Cor- 
coran and Tulare Lake district this 
year will reach 860,00 sacks, according 
to the pioneer grain men of the locality. 
Of this amount it is estimated that 
the wheat and barley will be equally 
divided. This record yield is from 
200,000 acres valued from $125 to $200 
an acre. 
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Increasing Demand for Olive Oil Causes 


Tremendous Gain in Importation 


Imports of edible olive oil into the 
United States during the first six 
months under the new tariff aggre- 
gated three million gallons, valued at 


four million dollars, or equal to the 
value of any year's imports down to 
and including 1908. During the decade 
1904-1913, the aggregate imports of 
this article, as shown by official figures 
of the Bureau of Foreign and Domestic 
Commerce, Department of Commerce, 
amounted to thirty-nine million gal- 
lons, valued at forty-two million dol- 
lars, an annual average only slightly 
in excess of the record made by the 
last six months. These figures are ex- 
clusive of olive oil fit only for manu- 
facturing or mechanical purposes, de- 
natured by the addition of nitrobenzine 
or oil of rosemary. Of this oil, ob- 
tained chiefly from Italy and Greece, 
the imports range from one million to 
nearly two million gallons annually. 
The high food value of olive oil is 
a subject to which attention has fre- 
quently been directed in consular re- 
ports and in bulletins of the Depart- 
ment of Agriculture, and the cultiva- 
tion of the olive in California has al- 
ready assumed important proportions. 
The domestic production of olive oil 
has not, however, been sufficient to 
meet the demand in this country, and 
a large proportion of the consumption 
is supplied by the imported article. 
Italy is the chief source of supply, im- 
ports from that country ranging from 
two and one-half million gallons in 
1909 to three and one-half million in 
1913. Of French olive oil the imports 
have ruled slightly under one million 
gallons annually, last year’s total hav- 
ing been 933,000 gallons, compared 
with 350,000 gallons from Spain, 
227,000 from Greece, and 125,000 from 
about sixteen other countries, includ- 
ing Turkey, England, Scotland, Can- 
ada, Cuba, Austria-Hungary, Germany, 
Netherlands, Portugal and Tripoli. 
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There is now a wide recognition of 
cottonseed oil as practically equal to 
olive oil in food value. As a salad oil 
it is scarcely distinguishable from olive 
oil in taste and appearance, is easily 
assimilable by the digestive system, 
and is much cheaper, selling at whole- 
sale for about 60 cents a gallon as 
against over $2 a gallon for olive oil. 


“The United States now produces about 


two hundred million gallons of cotton- 
seed oil per annum, imports one and 
one-half million gallons, and exports 
considerable quantities to foreign coun- 
tries. While the exports thereof ag- 
gregated nearly fifty million gallons 
in 1912, they declined to thirty-five 
million gallons in 1913. This was due 
to the fact that by the new hardening 
process which American manufacturers 
are using in the manufacture of lards 
and cooking fats, a much larger share 
of cotton oil can be used therein; 
hence it can be used to better advan- 
tage for home consumption than in 
the export trade. This comes at a 
time when there is a decrease in the 
slaughtering of beef cattle in the 
United States, which would otherwise 
have brought about a hig shortage in 
the supply of oleostearin, formerly 
necessary in the manufacture of lard 
compounds. 
Prosperous Year For 

the Valley Orchardists 


One-sixth of all the wealth that will 
come to California from its 1914 prod- 
ucts will come from the orchards of 
the state, according to R. J. Bentley, 
president of the California Fruit Can- 
ners’ Association. Orchardists will 
realize approximately $82,500,000. Of 
this the canned fruit industry will con- 
tribute $12,500,000, dried $15,000,000, 
green $18,000,000, citrus $35,000,000, 
olives and oil $2,000,000. A prosperous 
year as a whole is predicted for the 
orchardists of the state. 
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Fresno District Fair to Have Model Grounds 
Patterned After Panama Exposition 


In preparation for the annual Fresno 
District Fair, to be held from Septem- 
ber 29th to October 3rd, an expendi- 
ture of about $20,000 for various im- 
provements is being made. The work 
is being done under a well organized 
plan for permanency which will, in the 
very near future, make the fair grounds 
of Fresno the most model and beau- 
tiful of any in the state. The general 
ground plan of the Panama-Pacific Ex- 
position at San Francisco has been 
adopted as a model and the work, 
which is to be done annually until 
finally completed, will result in a re- 
production of the famous world’s fair 
site in miniature. 

The contemplated improvements, 
which cover a wide range of needs, 
are already under way and in accord- 
ance with the plan the same amount 
of money will be expended annually 
until the grounds are finally completed. 
The Fresno District Fair has become 
a recognized institution and the money 
necessary in former years to perform 
the work of publicity may now be 
diverted to other needs, and the direc- 
tors have entered into the work of re- 
construction with much energy and de- 
termination. 

The Fresno District Fair Grounds 
comprise 100 acres and make the best 
site for this purpose in the state. The 
large trees that are already there and 
the general plan of the grounds give 
great advantages. With the construc- 
tion of the permanent buildings. the 
grounds will be equal in this respect 
to the State Fair. 

In improving the grounds the gen- 
eral laying out of the spaces to be de- 
voted to different needs was first made. 
Broad avenues that already exist are 
to be extended and improved, and new 
ones are to be cut through. A new 
entrance is to be made in the south 
side of the grounds. 


Fach block will be devoted to a dif- 
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ferent purpose and on many of these 
new buildings will be built. 

Alfalfa has been planted on the en- 
closure within the race track and on 
other vacant spaces. Thrifty young 
shade trees and flower gardens will 
also greatly enhance the beauty of the 
grounds. 

Four avenues extending east and 
west will be intersected by the main 
automobile entrance and drive extend- 
ing north and south. 

A new entrance from the south will 
be of much convenience to exhibitors 
of stock and traction engines and to 
campers. The camp ground will be at 
the extreme south end and near the 
race track. 

The old grandstand is being torn 
down and rebuilt. It will greatly in- 
crease the seating capacity and the full 
length of the completed grandstands 
will be about 800 feet. In addition to 
this there are the bleachers. These 
have been built to the north of the 
grandstand. 

The grandstands and bleachers all 
together will seat more than 12,000 
persons. This will accommodate the 
crowds on most days, but if the at- 
tendance increases at the same rate 
that it has in the past, more seating 
capacity will soon have to be provided. 

Commenting upon the appearance of 
the grounds five years in the future, 
when the plans now being worked out 
are consummated, the Fresno Repub- 
lican says a visitor will pass through 
an entrance on the north and wend his 
way along a beautiful avenue bordered 
with shade trees. On both sides will 
be green fields, dotted here and there 
with tiny parks and flower gardens, 
with benches and seats scattered about. 

Passing through giant arches the 
visitor will alight from the automobile 
and will enter one of four great ex- 
position buildings. “The first of these 
1 to be built this year. It is the 
Agricultural and Horticultural Hall 


346 


ny 


' ng ৬ INNIAY ^C SITLNG 
H Jmm minimum 
9 | 
Sè | | 
Yi | | M Q 
Li | zl Sa ২২ 
9 E E El! “Ia SS. 
Q E EXE Hi š 36 AZ Y 
। 2 ae Rea) =e oak | | 
| 3 E | Ra KO g 
| | Q his FAEX Ë | 
& T IIS | 
Ó এ | - tè n 
JAHO d Š 
| 2 m m Di Ë S 
SMN W.S WA ২, L.R: 
S š & |l NS ` M3 
\) 0 a | N < | c 3 
| Q > | [ ২২ ৷ LI t u 
i | e S II ISAR SS. Q N 
l | a si | tA eS | 
| | E š i 
' ` —_ illi | b 


sè 
yo 

şi 

১২, nm 

RIS HE 


Q'! | পপ Ummul i 
TI | FAISG You 
wa a" SSS ৬ 
M Ü | | š 
vi | Et | ২১২২ ই VE 
«M | a +Ë HH i- Mr 
WI | Q ৯ xS | | = Ju 
Sg | F | | 
! | 
Q I Q = 
| 2 
| | an e "EB S 
CY | = বট < Es š 
< || | Ë; BE ^o — iH: WEN. 
Iè | FOR ৯ ui a 
X ia | VE Mwa HH 
AUN | E q 
all | RR FAI SO IUE. 
l itè 
> "N " x 
3 Wd: ` 
Q I এ | mW | ç yess d | 
Q | 7৮874 17031590 G is à sj 
© | | ই x? N | FAI YO Q3H24H 
Sd | š S$ & fi EW fe e 
| 4 ১১ | ww WSS | S. | 
Ni EN SEMI A FÈ ১ Š Wise be 3 


| | | š ne 

NI (S D BS [ui sel RB: 
i a | TALAT EN 

Ki |" | a mmm R q 

š | : 14 E 
: | | Sa | Uu So | 

N $ 2 PE 

I E ais BE T 

Q 1৭ | | | ul 
Il A [|| Wo QU] w H: 
' z N 

o iis AN lè KE 

Sil a NIRE ° WIS Mi 

SÉ || FRE ILLAS | ) IK d 

` lè ç 
| x 

ko! 

= I | | 

n | | 

3 | 

sI 

N EFL 


di Pp2506 2 OU 
“ 
K] 
R 
Ë 
Š 
4 
€ 
š 
^ 
ka 
I 
S 
EH 
* 


San Joaquin Light and Power Magazine 


and will have a floor space of 15,000 
square feet, being 150 feet long by 100 
feet in width. “These buildings will 
be built one each year and will all be 
alike as regards their exteriors. They 
will follow the Mission style of ar- 
chitecture and will be fireproof. The 
roofs will be of asbestos. “These com- 
modious structures will be permanent 
buildings, will be clustered together 
and will be modern in every respect. 


The Machinery Hall, Educational 
and Arts Building, and the Woman's 
Department Building will be built dur- 
ing the next three years. The general 
plan will be followed so that there will 
be no appearance of incompleteness. 

One of the first of the new exhibition 
buildings is the dairy barn, which will 
be in the section of the grounds de- 
voted to dairying, as shown on the 
plan in the illustration. It will be en- 
tirely of concrete and will be large 
enough to accommodate a small 
“string” of cows. The plans make it 
possible to add to the barn each year 
without detracting from its appearance 
or usefulness. 


The most modern patent stanchions, 
litter carriers, feed bins, water boxes, 
etc., will be installed. Each cow will 
have a full, balanced meal placed be- 
fore her and she will be able to drink 
whenever she wishes to. The model 
barn will be one of the most interest- 
ing demonstrations. 


The cattle and stock department will 
be to the extreme south end of the 


grounds and the old sheds are to be 
torn down. New ones will be built in 
the new location. Both cattlemen and 
visitors will appreciate the change. 

Tractors and engines will be located 
in the southwest corner of the grounds. 
More space will be devoted to them 
than has heretofore been the case. 
Entrance to the department of gas en- 
gines and dairies can be made directly 
from Butler Avenue on the south, this 
entrance to be made a public one for 
the first time this year. 

The restaurants and eating houses 
will be located about the same place 
they are now, but there will be many 
improvements made. ` 

In the center of the race enclosure 
made by the race track will be the 
athletic and aviation fields. Fresh, 
green alfalfa fields will make their set- 
ting particularly attractive. The ath- 
letic events will be of great importance 
this year, as the Pacific Coast confer- 
ence will be held during the fair and 
some of the leading athletes, holders 
of world’s records, will participate. 

Aviation will be given much greater 
attention and many features are being 
planned. 


This year a varied program of en- 
tertainment is being provided for and 
the directors are planning to give 
plenty of amusement. It is expected 
that all records for attendance will be 
broken at the coming session and an 
exhibition that will be worthy of this 
anticipated generous public approval 
will be seen. 


Freak Twin Calves 


Recently a young Jersev cow owned 
by Frank Robertson of Denair gave 
birth to her first calf, or calves, the 
little creature having one head with 
two bodies separating back of the 
shoulders, no eyes, and eight legs. 
Where the eyes should have been there 
were only small protuberances, like 
warts, and the neck was lacking, while 
the head was turned backward. The 
front legs were in pairs and apparently 
well formed. 
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Calf with Two Faces 


A Jersey calf born on the Chas. Blais 
ranch, six miles west of Tulare, is the 
latest addition to the local list of freak 
animals. “The head of the calf, instead 
of being the usual shape, is perfectly 
round, and on it are two separate and 
distinct noses, between which the 
tongue comes out. Fach nose has one 
large nostril. In all other respects, 
save the freak head, the animal is nor- 
mal and 15 one of the liveliest animals 
on the ranch. 


Changes in the District Offices 


H. M. Crawford 


To fill the vacancy caused by the 
resignation of Harry A. Jastro, as com- 
mercial manager of the Bakersfield dis- 
trict, H. M. Crawford has been ap- 
pointed and is now established in the 
southern office. Mr. Jastro’s resigna- 
tion went into effect July 10th, after 
having been with the company from 
the time it purchased the Power Tran- 
sit and Light Company’s system in 
Bakersfield and vicinity almost four 
years ago, Mr. Jastro at the time being 
the manager of the local company. 

Mr. Crawford is entering the San 
Joaquin Light and Power service well 
recommended and qualified to fill the 
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important post given him. His career 
has been spent in electrical engineer- 
ing and commercial work. From boy- 
hood he has been associated with the 
power business and he got his ex- 
perience from the very beginning, dig- 
ging holes and “grunting” with a line- 
men's gang. He perfected himself in 
electrical engineering at the University 


‘of Nebraska and after graduating en- 


tered the Westinghouse factories. In 
1907 he went with the Kuhn interests, 
of Pittsburgh, as an engineer for their 
various traction and power propo- 
sitions. “This work took him all over 
the west and five years ago brought 
him to California. For the past three 
years he has been handling the com- 
mercial side of big corporation work. 
Since the cessation of activity in the 
big colonization project in the Sacra- 
mento Valley his people were con- 
nected with, about one year ago. he 
has been associated with the bond firm 
of Kuhn Hill & Co. in San Francisco, 
from which he resigned to accept his 
present position. 

Mr. Crawford will make his home 
in Bakersfield and after the summer 
season will bring his wife and baby 
to the southern city. 


James W. Stokes Promoted 

The appointment of James W. 
Stokes, as agent for the Corcoran dis- 
trict, has been announced. Mr. Stokes 
succeeds Ralph Beardén, who left the 
company two months ago. Mr. Stokes 
has been with the company for a half 
dozen years past and during Mr. Bear- 
den's control of the Corcoran office 
was line foreman under him. By close 
attention to his work, Mr. Stokes has 
familiarized himself with the com- 
pany's business methods and the de- 
tails of the district, and when it be- 
came necessary to appoint a new agent 
for the territory he was the logical 
successor. Mr. Stokes is highly es- 
teemed and respected by the business 
interests of the district and undoubt- 
edly will make a most popular rep- 
resentative of the company. 
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Farmers’ Protective League Gives Reasons 
For Opposition to Eight-Hour Law 


The Farmers’ Protective League of 
California gives the following reasons 
why agriculturists in this state are 
working to defeat the Universal Eight- 
Hour Law to be voted on in Novem- 
ber: 


1. The proposed Universal Eight- 
Hour Law would increase the cost of 
production of all foodstuffs because the 
farmer—the producer—would be com- 
pelled to employ more persons, many 
of whom could work only part of a 
day, thereby causing a new and greater 
economic waste. In harvesting sea- 
sonal crops farmers would be forced 
to face additional hazard by reason of 
inability to obtain sufficient competent 
help, which is the case under present 
conditions. As an example: If fruit 
is not picked at the right time it is 
useless for all purposes and the fruit 
grower suffers a loss, which is felt by 
the whole people in curtailment of 
product and consequent increase in 
cost. 

2. The proposed Universal Eight- 
Hour Law, operative in California 
alone, would put all California prod- 
ucts in unequal competition with prod- 
ucts not only of neighboring states but 
of the whole world, and while dimin- 
ishing the product and increasing the 
cost thereof, the law would afford no 
relief for the farmer, who does not and 
cannot regulate the prices of products. 

3. The proposed Universal Eight- 
Hour Law would force white men and 
women into unequal and undesirable 
competition with alien peoples by com- 
pelling the employment on farms of 
additional help, which experience has 
shown is not available except when re- 
cruited from the ranks of Hindoos, 
Japanese and Chinese, which races are 
unassimilable and therefore cannot be 
considered and fostered as permanent 
factors in the development of agricul- 
ture and other industries, and in the 
social life of California. 


4. The proposed Universal Eight- 
Hour Law is not equitable in that it 
would punish the employer who per- 
mits an employee to work more than 
eight hours a day or more than forty- 
eight hours a week, but would not 


* punish an employee who would work 


longer than the maximum hours fixed. 
This would make it possible for a dis- 
honest employee to injure his employer 
by actually continuing work for more 
than eight hours and harass and em- 
barass his employer by causing the 
arrest. of said employer. Also, the 
measure does not prevent or punish 
persons working under the co-opera- 
tive, or co-partnership plan from en- 
gaging in as many hours' work as de- 


‘sired. This would discriminate against 


whites and favor aliens, who do operate 
farms on the co-operative plan. 


5. While regulating hours of farm 
labor the proposed law does not and 
cannot regulate the working of nature 
in bringing into bearing the fields, the 
trees and the vines. The sun shines 
more than eight hours, the rain falls 
without regard to the element of time. 
It is impossible for the farmer to lock 
up his trees, as one would an office or 
a factory, or to order the grain to cease 
heading out when a whistle is blown. 
The cow has not been developed on an 
eight-hour basis; horses and cattle, 
sheep and pigs and chickens are un- 
aware of man-made mandates, and they 
require care and attention throughout 
a longer period than permitted under 
a Universal Eight-Hour Law. 

6. By decreasing the production of 
farms save at unusual and unneces- 
sary expense the proposed Universal 
Eight-Hour Law would very ma- 
terially affect the earning power of 
the land, and by doing so correspond- 
ingly reduce land values, which in turn 
would cause a very pronounced reduc- 
tion in credits. When land values are 
lowered by compulsory and arbitrary 
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methods, the financial system is dis- 
arranged and disrupted, and serious 
stringency, if not absolute loss, is suf- 
fered. “This condition would be ap- 
parent with all banks loaning moneys 
on California farms and real estate, 
and since the money so loaned belongs 
to the depositors, the people as a 
whole, and not the banker, would lose. 


7. The proposed Universal Eight- 
Hour Law would strike at every in- 
dustry and individual, not only the far- 
mer, the banker, and the business man, 
but every person who is employed in 
any capacity. The housewife likewise 
would feel its burden, and a re-arrange- 
ment of domestic life must follow in- 
evitably. The household servant who 
prepared breakfast could not serve the 
supper if the interval between those 
meals was more than eight hours. 


8. The workingman would be pre- 
vented absolutely from working over- 
time, no matter how desirous he may 


What Cultivating Does 
To the Alkali Soils 


Alexander Denes, a Bohemian, 1s 
demonstrating in a small way that 
“alkali” soil will not always be waste 
soil. On his place between Pixley and 
Allensworth, in Tulare County, he 
spaded up a patch of ground to the 
depth of a foot. He then applied fer- 
tilizer from his barnyard and spaded 
again, after which he planted alfalfa 
and gave the ground plenty of water. 
That was a year ago. We have for- 
gotten whether it was once or twice 
that he cut the alfalfa, but we are told 
by a gentleman who saw it the other 
dav that there is at present on that 
small space a luxuriant stand of alfalfa 
of the finest color, though the ground 
around it is white. If alfalfa can be 
made to grow on a small piece of alkali 
soil it can be made to grow on a large 
piece, though it will require a consid- 
erable quantity of fertilizer, well 
worked in, with deep plowing, to get 
the start. 


Google 


San Joaquin Light and Power Magazine 


be to do so and regardless of the fact 
that he may be well paid for his serv- 
ices. This would curtail his income 
and consequently limit his expendi- 
tures. By decreasing the earning 
power of the worker his spending 
power is lessened; and while the cost 
of production has been increased, the 
purchasing power of the dollar has 
been decreased. A very natural and 
positive depression must follow. 

9. There would be no advantage 
accruing to women workers by the 
adoption of the proposed Universal 
Eight-Hour Law, since the working 
hours for women are already estab- 
lished by law as eight hours. 

10. The proposed Universal Eight- 
Hour Law, if adopted, would not be 
subject to veto by the governor or 
amendment by the legislature, since it 
Is an initiative measure, but could only 
be changed or altered by direct vote of 
the people after a new measure had 
been initiated by petition. 


Dutch Clover Thrives 
On Alkali Laden Land 


A. W. Cox has an exhibit at his 
ranch north of Traver that ought to 
interest every owner of alkali land in 
this valley. It is a field of Holland 
Dutch clover. 


Three years ago Mr. Cox procured 
a few ounces of this seed from the ag- 
ricultural department and scattered it 
around through the Bermuda and salt 
grass that were the only vegetation on 
his ranch. The seed grew and thrived 
and the clover has almost crowded the 
other growths out in places, while it is 
encroaching upon it everywhere. It 
grows in strong alkali and furnishes 
the finest of feed if given plenty of 
water. 

The seed ripens every two weeks 
and Mr. Cox has plenty of it all the 
time, so anybody who wishes can get 
enough for experimental purposes. It 
requires no attention or labor to make 
it grow.—Selma Irrigator. 
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Peculiar Felt Rings Appear on Guy Wires 
in Fields in the Grazing Country 
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How many of our readers know of 
what the above is an illustration? 

It is cattle hairs. Cattle hairs tightly 
rolled together to make rings much re- 
sembling a very coarse quality of felt. 
They appear on guy wires supporting 
power poles within enclosed grazing 
fields. in the vicinity of Wasco, and to 
the ignorant observer present the per- 
plexing problem of how they came to 
be there. It is very evident that they 
could not be placed after the pole and 
guy wires had been erected, and of 
course it is out of the question that 
they were strung on the guys before 
they were stretched tight. No line 
crew would stop to play with such 
trifles. So the only remaining explan- 
ation is that they just got there. And 
that is about all that can be said for 
them. 

The ends of the guy wires, after 
being tightly clamped, are sharp and 
protruding, and in this particular in- 
stance were of such a height above the 
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ground as to make them most con- 
venient for the grazing cattle to scratch 
their backs against. As one steer after 
another treats himself to the delights 
of the sharp wire points, loose hairs 
from his hide become caught in the 
sharp protruding wires of the guy, and 
the constant rubbing starts up a cir- 
cular motion. One hair after another 
is caught in the whirl and before long 
a thin ring of cattle hairs is formed 
around the wire. In time the ring is 
made larger until it finally reaches a 
size that it will not whirl regularly and 
then another little ring is automatically 
started. In this manner dozens of rings 
are formed on one guy wire. They look 
like a string of felt washers. 


Months and months of time and 
thousands upon thousands of cattle are 
represented in the making of this string 
of rings. “The sharp points of the loose 
guy wires have been worn down so 
smooth that one cannot tell but what 
a splice had been skillfully made. Since 
power poles in grazing fields are now 
protected from the cattle by wires to 
prevent the wearing in two of the poles, 
any object which offers the animals a 
chance to scratch is bound to be popu- 
lar. “They come to it from all corners 
of the field. 


These strange rings are seen only at 
places where the conditions are favor- 
able. “They do not occur on every guy, 
and many linemen who have been on 
the job for years have yet to encounter 
them. 


More Development Planned 
| For the West Side 


Dr. A. G. Schloesser of Hollywood 
announces that he is soon to begin 
the development of a 320 acre tract 
near Henrietta. A well will at once 
be sunk and if it is successful the own- 
ers intend to establish a large model 
ranch. 
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Automatic Refrigeration and Ice Making 
Wherever Electric Power Lines Go 


£5 N electrically driven auto- 
matic refrigerating ma- 
chine, made of any capac- 
ity desired, is now upon 
the market, and by means 
of it the advantages of 
refrigeration and the use of pure ice 
can be had wherever a power line goes. 
The farmer in an isolated part of the 
plains, a rancher in the foothills dis- 
trict, an oil operator, the dairyman and 
creameryman as well as the butcher 
and groceryman, produce man and 
householder, is now able to provide his 
own refrigeration and ice at practically 
a minimum expenditure. 

This has been made possible by the 
introduction into this country of the 
Audiffren-Singrun refrigerating ma- 
chine, which for American consump- 
tion is abbreviated as the A-S machine. 
It is being made at the Fort Wayne 
works of the General Electric Com- 
pany and is being marketed by the H. 
W. Johns-Manville Company. 

In California a refrigerating plant is 
a necessity in certain times of the year 
and in some industries throughout the 
year. The advancement of more mod- 
ern and scientific ideas in farming and 
dairy methods, together with the won- 
derful increase in both of these indus- 
tries and the activities of Boards of 
Health in communities throughout the 
state in the inspection of restaurants, 
dairies, butcher shops and food prod- 
ucts generally has resulted in the de- 
mand for a refrigerating plant of small 
capacity, small cost of operation and 
high efficiency. 

To date the distributors of the A-S 
machine have not been able to obtain 
plants from the factory in sufficient 
number to meet the demands for in- 
stallation. The call for them is com- 
ing from the interior of the state where 
are the large oilfields and agricultural 
districts, from the city where the 
owners of stores and shops find it 
necessary to introduce more modern 
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and sanitary means in order to retain 
their customers, and from shipping cir- 
cles where these local plants are of 
high value and necessity to vessels. 

The advantage of a small unit re- 
frigerating machine of this type to the 
farmer, dairyman and oil man is at 
once apparent and with the introduc- 
tion of electricity to the respective 
scenes of their operation by means of 
which the plants may be operated at 
the smallest possible cost, the solution 
is had of the problem of refrigeration 
and ice in isolated farms and ranches 
and in oilfield and other development 
camps. By means of them, provisions 
of course may be better preserved by 
means of lower temperature and drier 
atmosphere. The advantage in mar- 
keting the product of dairies and 
creameries is equally as great, although 
the machine is the greatest boon to the 
agricultural and oilfields districts, be- 
cause of their remoteness from central 
ice-making stations. 

The machine is now taking an im- 
portant part in commercial activities 
of the cities. “The inspection of res- 
taurants by Boards of Health in 
various cities and the publication of 
these inspections is being constantly 
and carefully done, and emphasis is 
being more and more strongly laid 
upon cleanliness and the proper tem- 
peratures of refrigerators. As the 
public becomes better informed regard- 
ing the importance and necessity of 
more sanitary storage of food supplies 
in the home and in the retail distribu- 
tors’ refrigerators, the demand for 
these methods increase and the dealer, 
to remain out in front in the race, must 
fall in line and meet the requirements 
of his customers and the health board. 

Up to the present there has been no 
great commercial incentive to spread- 
ing the information regarding the value 
of lower temperatures and drier at- 
mosphere in preserving foods, and so 
long’ as there was no satisfactory 
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method available for securing these 
conditions, it would be idle for scien- 
tific investigators to spend time popu- 
larizing information regarding unat- 
tainable conditions. The price of re- 
frigerating machinery, of course, put 
it beyond the reach of a great many 
people and only the larger firms were 
able to provide the same. 

A small unit automatic refrigerating 
plant, within the reach of all, now 
opens up a large and very extensive 
field. In addition to these various uses 
in a commercial way, it is also being 


drum becomes cold and the drum at 
the middle becomes warm. Water is 
kept supplied to the middle drum to 
keep it from becoming too warm, and 
the cooling effect of the end drum is 
used to cool brine (common salt and 
water), which brine is then circulated 
through cooling coils which may be 
placed wherever the cooling effect is 
required. 

This machine operates by causing a 
liquid to evaporate in the drum at the 
end of the shaft, drawing the gas re- 
sulting from this evaporation into the 


The Audiffren-Singrun Refrigerating Machine 


used in the cooling of drinking water 
in office buildings, schools and in 
various industrial plants. 


In appearance the Audiffren-Singrun 
refrigerating machine is practically a 
large dumbbell with a pulley on the 
end. It consists of a shaft having a 
hollow drum on one end, another drum 
at the middle, and a pulley at the other 
end. The machine is carried in two 
bearings, the shaft being placed hori- 
zontally and the bearings being located 
one on each side of the drum at the 
middle of the shaft. When the machine 
is revolved in these bearings, the end 
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middle drum through a passage in the 
shaft. In this middle drum the gas is 
compressed and returned to the liquid 
state after giving out its heat, and is 
then allowed to pass back to the end 
drum through a second passage in the 
shaft to be re-evaporated and repeat 
its cycle of operation. 


The working parts of the machine 
are hermetically sealed within the 
drums and are lubricated by a bath of 
oil, which, together with the refrig- 
erant, is charged into the machine at 
the factory and remains permanently. 

This feature of hermetical sealing 
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and the permanence of both the lubri- 
cant and the refrigerant is the most 
striking thing about this machine. 
There is no breaking down of the re- 
frigerant and none can escape, so that 
this part of the apparatus is permanent. 
The oil is protected from oxidation 
and also from dirt, thus avoiding the 
two sources of deterioration of oil. 
Upon this fact, and upon the skillful 
design of the parts so that they are 
constantly subject to the most thor- 
ough lubrication, the life and success 
of the machine depend. 


As already stated, the refrigeration 
produced by this machine is applied 
to practical service by pumping the 
brine which has been cooled up to and 
through the cooling surface which may 
be placed in the refrigerators to be 
cooled. Various designs of cooling sur- 
face have been developed for use with 
the machine. 


The machine 1s also arranged, where 
desired, so that it starts and stops auto- 
matically under the control of the tem- 
perature in the refrigerators being 
cooled. In this way no power is 
wasted. When the requirement for re- 
frigeration ceases, the consumption of 
power and water is automatically cut 
off. 


In addition to cooling the refrigera- 
tors, these machines are arranged to 
make ice. The ice is made from the 
same supply from which the drinking 
water is drawn. As a result it may 
be placed directly in the water with- 
out any possibility of contamination 
and without the flat taste that distilled 
water has. 

The ice made by these machines is 
invariably opaque, due to the salts and 
the air which all natural waters carry 
in solution. Its taste, however, as 
stated, is better than that of most clear 
ice. 

Central station men already rec- 
ognize the refrigerating machine as a 
very desirable load. It is wholly un- 
necessary, therefore, to dwell upon its 
advantages as a day load instead of a 
night load and a summer load rather 
than a winter load. It is a load that 
can be carried without increasing the 
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fixed charges upon the plant. 

The smallest A-S machine running 
but half the time will use about 196 
kilowatt hours per month. “The largest 
machine will use approximately 2360 
kilowatt hours per month, assuming a 
motor efficiency of 75 per cent. These 
loads fall to perhaps one-third of this 
figure or less in winter when the other 
loads that must be carried by the cen- 
tral station plant are at their heaviest. 


In addition to its advantages as a 
day rather than a night load and a 
summer rather than a winter load, the 
A-S refrigerating machine is a long 
rather than a short load. Compared 
with most household devices there is 
literally no comparison. The electric 
iron, the percolator, the toaster, the 
washing machine, the mangle, are all 
operated for very short hours. On the 
other hand, the refrigerating machine 
is in general a load running for from 
six to twenty-four hours per day. 


At the same time that the A-S re- 
frigerating machine is brought to the 
attention of the central station man as 
a revenue producer, it is offered to the 
user of refrigeration as an economy 
as compared with ice. With these 
machines, the power required to re- 
place 100 pounds of ice varies from 
2.6 to 1.6 kilowatt hours, depending 
upon the size of the machine. At the 
same time, this is practically the total 
cost since the labor is so slight as to 
be too small to calculate and the water 
consumed is also a very small item 
except in rare cases. 


But this does not represent by any 
means the economy of mechanical re- 
frigeration as compared with ice. It is 
very difficult to put into dollars and 
cents the dirt, the waste and the melt- 
age losses, to say nothing of the labor 
of handling where ice is used. 

The advent of the Audiffren Refrig- 
erating Machine very greatly widens 
the field to which refrigerating ma- 
chines may be applied. This is es- 
pecially due to the freedom from dan- 
ger with these machines of the escape 
of gases and the freedom from annoy- 
ance by offensive odors and also be- 
cause of their very quiet operation. 
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Fact is Recognized 

A barber who had drunk too much 
beer on a warm day was shaving a 
minister. Naturally, and as you ex- 
pected, the minister's cheek was very 
severely sliced. But the minister only 
remarked sternly: 

“You see, sir, what drink does?” 

“Vea,” replied the spooflicated chin 
scraner, “it makes the skin very ten- 
der.” 


Bill Shakespeare wasn’t such a much 
nohow. He didn’t know a thing about 
electricity. 


He Wins 

An old negro, near Victoria, Texas, 
who was the only Baptist in the neigh- 
borhood, always “stuck up for his own 
faith,’ and was ready with a reason 
for it, although he was unable to read 
a word. This was the way he “put 
"em down:” “Yo” kin read, now, kaint 
yo p” 

“Yes.” 

“Well, I s'pose yo' read de Bible, 
haint yo'?" 

“Yes.” 

“Yo” read ‘bout John de Baptis', 
haint yo'?” 

“Yes.” 

“Well, yo’ never read 'bout John de 
Mefodis’, did yo’?”— Argonaut. 


There’s no real harm in a harmonious 
rag. 


Love’s Labor Lost 

“Yes, sir,” said Upson, “I saw a 
woman walking down the street with 
a mother hubbard on. Maybe I didn’t 
feel like going over and giving her a 
belt.” | 

“Why didn't you do the Good Samar- 
itan act, Uppy, but undoubtedly your 
kindness would have been wa(i)sted." 

(This one has to be explained.) 


The Important Part of It 
“Seems to me these stockings are 
rather flimsy," said the man who was 
shopping for his wife; “will they stand 
the strain?" 
“Well, I don't know,” responded the 


obliging clerk. “Will they—er—a—be 
extra well filled?" 


One is Plenty 
She: "If you insist upon knowing, 
there are two reasons why I cannot 
marry you." 
He: “And they are?” 
She: "You and another fellow." 


There was once a young man named 
Howser, 
Who had a ki-yoodle named Towser. 
One day by chance 
He mislaid his pance ` 
And now he is minus a trowser. 


Answer, Correct 

“Well, little one,” said the kindly old 
man, “what are you going to be when 
you grow to be a man?" 

"[ guess I'll be a freak," replied the 
bright child. 

"A freak! Why?" 

“Cause I'm a little girl.” 


When Papa Stopped Preaching 
"I never told lies when I was a lit- 
tle boy, Willie." 
"When did you begin, papa?" * 


An Organ Recital 

Teacher: “Name the divisions of the 
human body and the organs contained 
in them." 

Pupil: "The head, the thorax and 
the stomach. The head contains the 
brains, if there are any. The thorax 
contains the lungs and heart. “The 
stomach contains the other organs and 
also the vowels, which are a, e, 1, 0, u 
and sometimes w and y.” 
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Letters to the Editor 
Selma, Cal. 
Editor “Live Wire:” 

A day or two ago I took an electric 
light globe out of the socket in which 
it had been screwed for some time 
past. Before putting it back, I shoved 
my thumb into the empty socket, when 
an unseen force suddenly jabbed my 
arm and ] felt as if a mule was doing 
the Tango on my ribs, needles and pins 
were hesitating through my spine and 
brilliant displays of fireworks filled the 
air. When I let go of the socket my 
body ached severely. Will you kindly 
explain, through the columns of the 
Live Wire, the cause of that? 

A. SUBSCRIBER. 

If the electricity was on you prob- 
ably got shocked. 


Bakersfield, July 4, 1914. 
Dear Live Wire: 
What is the value of an 1875 two- 


bit piece? 
COIN COLLECTOR. 
Five big, cool, foamy high ones in 
Fresno. 


Circumstantial Evidence 

Mrs. R. was an extremely careful 
mother, and had repeatedly cautioned 
her six-year-old daughter against hand- 
ling any object that might contain 
germs. One day the little girl came 
in and said: 

“Mother, I am never going to play 
with my puppy any more, because he 
has germs on him.” 

“Oh, no,” replied the mother, “there 
are no germs on your puppy.” 

“Yes there are,” insisted the child, 
“for, mother, I saw one hop.” 


As Usual 
Wife of Dernier Cri Artist: ‘Poor 
Edgar, he’s one hundred years ahead 
of his time.” 
Landlord: “I can’t help that—he’s 
three months behind in his rent.” 


Shakespeare said, “What’s in a 
name?” He never saw Auditor Speed 
taking off his shirt on a hot summer 
night. 
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He Would Never Love Again 


General Gordon, the Confederate 
commander, used to tell with delight 
the following story. He was sitting 
by the roadside one blazing hot day, 
when a battered soldier, whose cloth- 
ing hung in rags, who had lost one 
shoe, who wore a bandage round his 
head and carried his arm in a sling, 
passed him. “The soldier was solilo- 
quizing thus: 

"I love my country. I'd fight for 
my country. I'd starve and go thirsty 
for my country. I'd die for my coun- 
try. But if ever this war is over I'll 
never love another country !”—Youth’s 
Companion. 


It's Here 
“The time will come," thundered the 
suffraget orator, “when women will 
get a man’s wages!” 
“The time has come,” said a man in 
the audience. “My wife gets my wages 
every Saturday night.” 
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Political Announcements 

I hereby announce my intention to 
enter the race for President of the 
United States whenever the election 
comes off. “Will run independent al- 
though I am Episcopalian in politics. 
I pledge myself to do anything my sup- 
porters want me to do and will give 
every person a job who asks for it and 
works for me. I am a prohibitionist 
but I believe in having saloons. I will 
also attempt to win any peace prizes 
offered by anyone. Although I do not 
wish to boast, I firmly believe I am 
the only person in the United States 
who is fit for the job, and on the 
strength of the above argument I 


solicit your vote. 
O. M. SIMPSON. 
N. B—Photographs furnished on re- 
quest. 


Having tired of the slow and easy 
life, I have decided to enter politics. 
I am going to run for office and I wish 
some of my friends would nominate 
me Íor almost anything. I am capable 
oÍ doing any kind of work and will 
serve the public faithfully. 

ARTHUR LACK. 


Canned Remarks 

"Il never speak to you again as long 
as I live!” exclaimed the tempera- 
mental girl. 

“Haw! Haw!” rejoined the prac- 
tical youth. “You can't help yourself. 
I've got some of your songs and recita- 
tions on my phonograph.” 


An Echo from the Rag Party 
Kennedy: “Gee, then she kissed me.” 
M. B.: “Did you kiss her back?” 
Kennedy: “No, she was facing me.” 


Outward Bound 
“Have you an opening here for me?” 
asked the assertive young man. 
“Yes,” answered the capitalist. “It's 
right behind you.” 


Customary Place 
The little girl said she had been 
whipped as far back as she could re- 
member. 


A Modern Invention 

A New Yorker was spending night 
at a “hotel” in a southe£n town, and, 
when going to his room for the night, 
he told the colored porter that he 
wanted to be called early in the morn- 
ing. The porter replied: ` T 

“Say, boss, I reckon yọ’ ain’t familiar 
with these heah modern -inventions. 
When yo' wants to be called in de 
mawnin', all yo' has to do 1s jest to 
press de button at de head of yo' bed. 


9) 


Den we comes up and calls yo. 


Sympathetic 

A big, fat man at the theater sat on 
his overcoat. Thus the little man be- 
hind him could not see at all. l 

“I can't see anything, mister,” said 
the little man plaintively, touching the 
big man on the shoulder. 

“Can't see anything, hey?” 

“No, sir, I can't see a thing.” 

“Well, then, I'll fix you up. Just 
keep your eye on me, and laugh when 
I do." 


He Meant Well 
"I hope this time you've brought me 
matches that will light, my son." 
"Yes, mother," said the little lad. 
“Pye tried them, every one." 


Dramatics 

A one-act playlet entitled, “The Pres- 
ent is the Mortal Existence." 

(The title has nothing to do with 
the plot.) 

(Time, Present.) (Place, ?) (Scene, 
Well Filled Street Car.) Enters on 
the left a lady with infant in arms. 
Hands conductor five dollar bill—con- 
versation. 

Conductor: "Is this your smallest, 
lady ?" 

Lady: "Yes, sir, I have only been 
married a year." 

(Curtain) 
Loud cheers and calls for the author. 


Reassuring 
"Is my wife forward?" asked the 
passenger on the Limited. 
*She wasn't to me, sir," answered 
the conductor politely. 
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Convention of Atascadero Community Brings 
Many Colonists to San Luis Obispo 


Early in June a week's convention 
was held in the Atascadero Community 
In San Luis Obispo County where one 
of the largest and most picturesque 
colonization projects in the state is 
now under way. Several hundred peo- 
ple, buyers and prospective buyers, 
came from all parts of the Union and 
the faultless manner in which the man- 
agement arranged for their comfort 
and provided for their entertainment 
has called for an abundance of favor- 
able comment. 


When these people arrived they 
found a tent city of 375 tents, elec- 
trically lighted, with running water at 
the tent doors, a hotel tent in charge 
of experienced San Francisco hotel 
clerks, with bell boys, chamber maids, 
plain clothes guards on duty night and 
day, a flytight dining tent ,that seats 
300, a mess equipment for 528, includ- 
ing a separately located bunk house 
for mess employees containing forty 
beds; they found a store, a postoffice. 
a telephone, two wash rooms with 
thirty porcelain wash bowls, complete 
plumbing, attendants constantly clean- 
ing bowls and replenishing the towel 
supply; a big office in which were elab- 
orate card indexes showing the status 
of every tract and purchaser, a big as- 
sembly tent equipped with piano and 
moving picture machine, a band, a big 
dancing floor, every tent but the din- 
ing and assembly tents floored, the 
whole place lighted by 900 forty watt 
electric lamps, 41 automobiles driven 
by business men and ranchers of the 
county, a corps of guides who had each 
been assigned a list of coming guests 
and had read every letter in cor- 
respondence with them and had per- 
sonally examined their tracts in ad- 
vance of their arrival. 

During their stay they had band 
music, vocal and instrumental num- 
bers, a sermon, two ball games, a min- 
strel show put on by university gradu- 


ates in the engineering and office de- 
partments, moving pictures, stere- 
opticon pictures, lectures, addresses; 
they had their pictures taken at all 
times and under all circumstances; 
they went with each other to their 
tracts, they were given trips to neigh- 
boring orchards, they inspected the 
work done, and they laid the corner- 
stone of their first big building and 
the foundation of many delightful ac- 
quaintanceships. “They found what 
fault they could with their tracts, ex- 
changed the ones they did not like for 
those they did, picked out building 
spots and arranged for homes. 

Fully two-thirds of those present at 
the convention, who were already pur- 
chasers of lots or orchard tracts, made 
additional purchases. The records 
show that ninety-two per sent of those 
who had been made allotments, who 
came to the convention, found their 
allotments Just what they wanted, and 
the best selections that could have 
been made for them. It was remarked 
by every one that every one present 
seemed to have “the very best lot or 
grove tract in the colony.” All those 
who preferred another selection to the 
one that had been allotted them, were 
given the privilege of making any ex- 
change desired. 

An official of the company stated 
that while the convention was costly, 
approximating in cost over $20,000, it 
is estimated that the resulting sales 
were approximately a million dollars, 
so that the cost of these sales would 
figure about 3 per cent. 

San Joaquin Light and Power plaved 
an important part in the convention 
and District Agent Kommers and his 
boys were kept busy for a few days 
equipping the big tent city in the best 
possible manner for the week's activ- 
ities. Everything went off smoothly 
and the unusual undertaking was most 
remarkable in many particulars. 
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Keeping the Home Cool With 
Electricity 


The universal problem during the 
summer months is how to keep the 
house cool enough for human habita- 
tion. “The first step is to keep the ex- 
ternal heat out of the house and the 
next is to avoid any more interior heat 
than is absolutely necessary. 


Keeping the heat outside of the 
house is easy enough. By closing the 
blinds and drawing the curtains on the 
sunny side of the house this can be 
accomplished. “The house need not be 
entirely opened until evening. But the 
housework has to go on, regardless of 
the season, winter or summer. It is 
quite impossible to keep a hot fire in 
the coal range, to burn heat-producing 
oil lamps, and expect to keep the house 
cool. 


Electricity has contributed more 
than anything else towards keeping 
cool in summer. The electric fan 
sends out its cooling breeze whenever 
the days are hot, displacing the palm 
leaf fan of the south and the punka of 
the Orient. Electric fans are made in 
all sizes, for the dining room table, the 
office desk, for walls and ceilings, for 
every time, place and occasion. “The 
small eight-inch fans cost but one- 
quarter of a cent for an hour's cooling 
breeze. 


Ironing day is the hardest day of 
the week for every housewife during 
the hot summer months. To be shut 
up in a hot room with a flaming gas 
or red-hot coal stove, handling hot 
irons, with the mercury hovering close 
to 100, is far from comfort. Ironing 
is hard work at best and doubly so in 
warm weather. The handy little elec- 
tric flatiron makes it entirely possible 
to do this work without a fire, in the 
coolest part of the house—even out 
on the back porch—with ease and com- 
fort. “The cooking can be done on an 
electric range, or even with a few of 
the ordinary electric cooking devices, 
such as the chafing dish, the disk 
stove, cookers and broilers, which are 
readily attached to the electric light 
sockets and do not waste heat. Light 
breakfasts and luncheons can be cooked 
right on the dining room table. 


It is surprising what a lot of heat 
radiates from gas and oil lamps. And 
yet the house must be lighted everv 
night regardless of the weather. Light 
without heat has not yet been perfected 
but the electric lamps come nearest oi 
all to the mark. Electric lights are 
not “heat makers” in any sense of the 
word. “They will not overheat the 
room and, better yet, they do not con- 
sume the air or poison it with noxious 
gases when fresh air is so scarce and 
necessary. 


| The electric motors also contribute 
In no small way towards keeping the 
house cool in summer. The motor will, 
if given a chance, do much of the hard 


. work about the house, from washing 


the clothes and turning the wringer to 
operating the vacuum cleaner for the 
sweeping and dusting. The small 
motor-driven refrigerating plant is far 
better than the old-fashioned ice box 
for home use. It is practically auto- 
matic in its operation and maintains 
a constant low temperature for the 
preservation of foodstuffs. 


What Intensive Farming Means 
to the Country 


The federal department of agricul- 
ture is taking up the crusade which 
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James J. Hill started some years ago 
for the purpose of encouraging more 
intensive farming. Mr. Hill was 
laughed at and branded as a hopeless 
pessimist a dozen years ago when he 
predicted that the time would soon 
come when the United States would 
be importing foodstuffs, unless farmers 
were educated to take better care of 
their soil and to engage in more in- 
tensive cultivation. Mr. Hill's pre- 
diction has been realized. The Amer- 
ican acres are not yielding half so much 
as they should. Less than 30 bushels 
of corn are harvested from each acre 
under cultivation, but the corn clubs 
in the south and west have demon- 
strated that boys under 15 years of age 
can raise between 150 and 200 bushels 
an acre when they cultivate it prop- 
erly and make an intelligent selection 
of seed in advance. The average yield 


of potatoes is only 113 bushels an acre. 

The agricultural department of the 
western universities have succeeded in 
diffusing enough information among 
the farmers to enable them to increase 
the size of some of their crops and in 
one or two states the annual increase 
in the yield of corn has been more than 
enough to pay for all that it cost to 
maintain the university. Mr. Hill is 
pleading that the young men stay on 
the farm and develop its resources. 
Those who listen to his plea and de- 
vote the same amount of intelligence 
and energy to agriculture that they 
would give to business in the city to 
keep a job will find themselves richer 
and happier at the age of 50 than if 
they yield to the lure of the town and 
turn their backs on the broad fields 
turn their backs on broad fields waiting 
for them at home.—Tacoma Tribune. 


News Notes of the Electrical World 


Lomax, Ill., announces that it will 
give free electric power to all new in- 
dustries locating there on the basis of 
one horse power for each male em- 
ployee. 

Electricity is extensively used in the 
manufacture of shoes. Electric motors 
drive the machinery and electric heat 
is used in the ironing and stamping 
of leather. 

The output of tungsten ore for this 
country during 1913 was 1525 tons, 
valued at $640,500. A large portion 
of this new metal is used in making 
Mazda lamp filaments. 

By a process called "fishing," old 
houses can be readily wired for elec- 
tricity without disturbing the walls or 
plaster. The wires are “fished” up and 
down between the walls and floors. 

Dr. W. D. Coolidge, of the experi- 
mental laboratories of the General 
Electric Company, Schenectady, N. Y., 
has recently made a wonderful im- 
provement upon the X-ray tube 
whereby the rays can be controlled 
and directed at the will of the opera- 
tor. 
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The oldest private electric plant in 
New York City has been in continu- 
ous service since 1883, only four years 
after the invention of the incandescent 
lamp. The three 25 kilowatt Edison 
generators have been in continuous 
service for thirty-one years. 


The largest motor-driven irrigation 


pumping plant project is in Western 


Idaho. Here 30,000 acres in the valley 
of Snake River, 2300 feet above sea 
level, are irrigated with water pumped 
by electricity. Nine motor-driven 
pumps, arranged in four batteries, lift 
the water from the lower to the higher 
levels. “The capacity of the plant is 


200,000,000 gallons a day. 


The pearl button industry of this 
country is centered in Iowa along the 
Mississippi. The shells of the fresh 
water clams are made up into buttons 
by electric power. 

It is a well known fact that gas 
pipes will freeze up in very cold 
weather. A resident of an eastern city 
thawed out a frozen gas pipe with an 
electric iron so as to have gas in time 
for breakfast. 
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Fresno 
Saturday evening, June 22nd, was 
made memorable by a dancing party 
of the members of the Fresno office. 
The affair was strictly impromptu and 
was arranged by Generalissimo Ed 


Van Buren. He rented the dancing 
pavilion at Riverview, engaged a rag 
time artist, provided an auto truck for 
transportation and generally supervised 
the good time that was enjoyed. Danc- 
ing was indulged in until midnight and 
those fortunate to be present enjoyed 
the cool evening to the utmost. The 
now famous dancing ordinance was not 
in effect at the time and the conse- 
quence was that the good old “rag” 
was worked overtime. Everybody ex- 
pressed the hope that this party was 
to be the forerunner of a series 
throughout the summer months, and if 
additional affairs of the kind are ar- 
ranged they are certain to be very pop- 
ular. 

The evening of July llth, about 
twenty-five of the neighbors of Op- 
erator Orr at Strathmore dropped in 
upon the popular operator and his wife 
and gave them a good old-fashioned 
surprise party. The visitors each 
brought a portion of the refreshments 
and when the tables were spread later 
in the evening, the sight that greeted 
the eyes of hungry joy makers would 


grounds were a revelation to many of 
the visitors. They could not make 
themselves believe that a “soul-less” 
corporation would take such good care 
of its employees. Mr. Orr's bungalow 
is as complete and well appointed as 
any in a metropolis and his garden will 
put many-a city garden to shame. The 
evening gave many of the people re- 
siding in the vicinity an entirely dif- 
ferent conception of the relations be- 
tween a corporation and its employees 
and they went home stronger boosters 
than ever for the San Joaquin Light 
and Power Corporation. 

Mark Webster and his crew have 
been at Corcoran during the month in- 
stalling a bank of three new 500 K. W. 
Allis Chalmers out-of-door type trans- 
formers at the sub-station there, made 
necessary by the increasing load in 
this thriving agricultural district. 

A new set of 60,000 volt lightning 
arresters have just been installed at 
the Famosa sub-station. 

H. H. Bell, the trusty helper of Mark 
Webster, has been laying the concrete 


for the two sets of 30,000 volts light- 


ning arresters to be installed at the 
Copper Mine switching station. 

Emil Newman, the engineer in 
charge of the relining of the No. 3 
ditch in the Crane Valley district, is 
rushing the work with all possible 


have shocked a starving man to death. „haste in order to put the power house 


The most popular entertainment of the 
evening was had on the electric lighted 
croquet grounds of Mr. Orr, and after 
several hours of sport, the guests 
agreed with the operator that the 
grounds are the finest on the face of 
the earth. By the use of electricity 
they may be as light at midnight as 
at noon and it was way into the fol- 
lowing morning before some of the 
athletes could be prevailed upon to put 
down their mallets and partake of the 
refreshments. Mr. Orr's well ap- 
pointed bungalow and the beautiful 
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again back in operation. 

James W. Stokes, the new district 
agent at Corcoran, was in Fresno sev- 
eral times during the month to confer 
with local officials in regard to mat- 
ters in his district. 

Elmer Gates, superintendent of the 
power houses in the Crane Valley dis- 
trict, has just completed the repairs 
on the South Fork diversion dam 
which was damaged during the floods 
of the winter and spring season. The 
flashboards have been installed and a 
great deal of sand, which piled up in 
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the bottom of the stream, has been re- 
moved. 


Assistant General Manager A. 
"Emory Wishon and Elmer. Gates, 
superintendent of power houses in the 
Crane Valley district, made two ex- 
cursions into the higher mountains 
during the month in search of fish and 
deer. They got plenty of fish and saw 
several deer but unfortunately were 
not in a position to do any execution 
with their rifles. They report having 
had some excellent fishing and hooked 
all they could eat. 


Chief Engineer G. O. Newman was 
up from Los Angeles during the month 
to inspect some work of repairing going 
on in the Crane Valley district. 

W m. Stranahan, civil engineer, made 
a trip to the mountains during the 
month. 


Mrs. J. A. Doose, wife of the super- 
intendent of the Tule River plant, and 
her sister, Miss Lammers, took advan- 
tage of the reduced rates offered by 
the railroads July 8th and went to San 
Francisco to do some shopping and 
enjoy a short visit. They returned a 
week later. 

Relief Operator P. C. McCorkle en- 
joyed his vacation during the month 
and spent the time in the Yosemite 
Valley. He returned on the ill-fated 
train that was wrecked and although 
he escaped injury he reports having 
had a thrilling experience. 

During the month Operator Walter 
McDougall at Famosa took his vaca- 
tion and Relief Operator McCorkle 
filled in the vacancy. McDougall ap- 
parently dropped through the earth for 
no one heard from him during his time 
off duty and he might as well have 
been in China as on this side of the 
globe. Some of the boys over the line 
are looking Mc's way with a merry lit- 
tle twinkle in their eye. They believe 
something is doing. 

Bailey Phillips, the chicken fancier 
at the McKittrick sub-station, is en- 
joying his vacation this month and is 
spending the time at the family ranch 
near Bakersfield. Bailey says that 
ranching "is the life" and he is happy 
when he can get out among the pigs 


and chickens—but would rather be 
just among the "chickens." 

General Superintendent E. A. Quinn, 
Auditor D. M. Speed and Dispatcher 
R. E. Dunkle left July 13th for a sev- 
eral days' trip to Crane Valley, where 
Mr. Quinn made an inspection of the 
work going on in that locality. 


Dave King, the well known con- 
struction engineer of the Allis Chal- 
mers Company, arrived in Fresno the 
latter part of June after a trip of sev- 
eral months in the east. He remained 
in Fresno a week or more on a job in 
the sub-station and then went to the 
Tule River plant to do some work on 
the generators in that power house. 
Dave had a great trip through the east 
but seemed glad to again be in Cali- 
fornia. He met a number of the old 
bunch, including Ace Meudell, his first 
week in town and there was a great 
reunion among the clans. 

Dispatcher L. C. Denny accompanied 
General Superintendent E. A. Quinn 
and Dave King to Tule River during 
the month. The dispatchers in the 
Fresno office are getting over the sys- 
tem by this method and are thus 
brought into closer touch with the boys 
who are on the other ends of the phone 
wires. 


Mrs. A. Emory Wishon and children 
and Mrs. L. N. Peart and children are 
domiciled at Crane Valley for the sum- 
mer. 


Stirling Peart, manager of the Pleas- 
ant Valley ranch, was in Fresno dur- 
ing the month on business. 

Assistant General Manager E. B. 
Walthall visited the coast counties dis- 
tricts during the month. 

Ace Meudell and Bob Brisbane, of 
the Midway Gas Company, were in 
Fresno during the month. 

Fletcher A. Easton, district agent at 
Selma, came up to attend the recent 
dance of the Fresno office force at 
Riverview. 

Assistant General Manager A. E. 
Wishon and H. M. Crawford, the new 
commercial manager at Bakersfield, 
went to the southern district the mid- 
dle of the month. Mr. Wishon con- 
tinued on his trip, visiting the west 
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side oilfields and the coast before re- 
turning to Fresno. 

F. O. Scott, sub-station foreman in 
Fresno, took his vacation during the 
month. 

Allie Becker, of the meter depart- 
ment, enjoyed his vacation during the 
month and his post at the tower was 
filled by P. Cutter of the purchasing 
department. 

Harry L. Kern, of the collections de- 
partment, took his vacation during the 
month and spent the time in San Fran- 
cisco and other bay points. 

J. H. Newlin, purchasing agent. and 
D. L. Wishon went to San Francisco 


eral sections oí hills in the vicinity. 
The span of the San Joaquin Light and 
Power Corporation lines is nearby and 
the report was received in Fresno that 
it was our line which had gone out. 
Accordingly Foreman Banks and his 
crew were rushed to the scene and 
after their arrival were pressed into 
service by the officials of the other 
company in order to complete the re- 
pairs with all possible haste. It was 
a tremendous job and all hands worked 
steadily practically night and day, for 
two entire days, in order to get the 
big wires back in place. Incidentally, 
Banks made a hero of himself by flag- 


Some more of the Fresno office girls—Left to right, Miss Scott, Miss 
Babcock, Miss Albee, Miss Pesola and Mrs. Johnston 


on business connected with the new 
bridge soon to be erected across the 
San Joaquin River above the No. 1 
power house. 

General Manager A. G. Wishon was 
in Los Angeles during the month on 
business. 

R. H. Mallory of the Bakersfield 
office was a visitor in Fresno during 
the month and attended the Riverview 
dance. 

Foreman E. R. Banks and his crew 
had an experience during the month 
which they will not forget in a hurry. 
The big 3200 foot span of the 150,000 
volt line of the P. L. and P. Company 
across the Kings River fell down and 
started a fire which burned over sev- 


ging a train. “The train crew nearly 
lost several years off their lives by 
fright, fearing that the wires that 
sagged across the track were charged 
with deadly current. “When assured 
by Banks that the power was off, the 
trainmen felt much relieved. When 
Banks and his boys returned to town 
they were a much befagged outfit and 
they all declared that if they ever hear 
of another line going down at the 
Kings River span they will hit for the 
tall and uncut pines of the coast coun- 
ties without ceremony whatsoever. 

F. V. Boller, district agent at Coa- 
linga, was in Fresno during the month. 

C. C. Dickson, traveling auditor, re- 
turned from valley points during the 
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month and put a week in at the Fresno 
office. 


C. P. Staal, formerly auditor of the 
San Joaquin Light and Power Cor- 
poration and now connected with the 
Pacific Light and Power Corporation 
in Los Angeles, paid the Fresno office 
a visit during the month while here 
on business. 

Comptroller A. E. Peat was in 
Fresno from Los Angeles during the 
month. 

Mrs. H. D. Orr is receiving a visit 
from her daughter at Strathmore. 

W. H. McKenzie, inspector of sub- 
stations, has found it necessary to be 
at the Strathmore sub-station rather 
more often than usual this month. He 
had planned spending the Fourth with 
Mr. and Mrs. Orr and their guests but 
was much disappointed when he found 
that trouble at Dinuba required his 
working on that festive occasion. He 
seems to have made up for lost time 
since then. x 

Chief Dispatcher L. J. Moore en- 
joyed a brief visit to Los Angeles the 
latter part of June. Mr. Moore ex- 
pects to leave on his annual vacation 
August Ist and will spend two weeks 
in the mountains. Upon his return 
E. J. Crawtord, superintendent of op- 
eration, will enjoy his vacation at his 
familv home in Berkeley. Dispatcher 
Dunkle will have his vacation after the 
return of Mr. Crawford. 

Miss Grace Sellers, stenographer of 
the operation department who is now 
in the east on her vacation, is keeping 
her friends in the office well informed 
as to her whereabouts and frequent 
postcards reach the office telling of the 
good times she is having. 

Auditor D. M. Speed spent the 
Fourth of July holidays in San Fran- 
clsco. 

George A. Greenwood, one of the 
San Joaquin Power House operators, 
declares that he has found out why an 
indoor workman is less efficient than 
an out of door workman. Having a 
scientific mind and a studious nature, 
Mr. Greenwood is a great reader and 
while perusing some famous book of 
research recently he ran across the 
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statement that the efficiency of a man 
who toils indoors is about half of that 
of the man who toils out of doors and 
particularly if the indoors place is 
noisy. Greenwood lost no time in get- 
ting the dispatcher's office in Fresno 
on the line and explaining that if it 
was noticeable that any of the boys 
in the San Joaquin power house were 
falling down on the job not to blame 
them for their delinquencies because 
their efficiency was 50 per cent in the 
lag and it was against the laws of 
nature for them to do as good work 
in the noisy power house as the men 
on the outside. However, the book oi 
research may have the dope so far as 
scientists are concerned, but noise or 
no noise the Fresno dispatchers find 
that the San Joaquin power house boys 
are 100 per cent efficient and then some 
every time they are called upon to de- 
liver the goods. 


The tragic end of Mrs Alice Elam, 
Wednesday, July 8th, provoked much 
sympathy for Mrs. Mae Cook, one of 
the daughters of the unfortunate 
woman. Mrs. Cook is the stenographer 
in the purchasing department and the 
news of the untimely end of her mother 
was a great shock to all of her friends 
in the office as well as a large circle 
oÍ acquaintances in the city. “The 
funeral was held Saturday morning. 
July 11th, and many of the office force 
were in attendance. Mrs. Elam's 
tragic death was the result of burns 
sustained by washing clothes in a 
bucket of gasoline. 

Miss Anne Murray and Miss Merle 
Lowe, stenographers for Vice-Presi- 
dent Balch and Comptroller A. E. 
Peat, enjoved their vacations at Crane 
Valley during the month. 

Miss Mayme Harrison took the en- 
tire month of July on her vacation. 
going to Los Angeles and the south- 
ern beaches where she spent most of 
her time. 

Miss Ella Hume left July 20th on 
her vacation, which is being spent on 
the coast. 

Mrs. Lamour left July 13th on her 
vacation, which is being spent in Los 
Angeles and the southern beaches. 
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H. E. Laux has left the employ of 
the company and his position is now 
being filled by A. L. Babcock, formerly 
traveling auditor. 


During the absence of Mrs. Stevens, 
J. H. Zimmerman and Stevens are 
batching it at the Stevens household. 
It is reported they are having a high 
old time. 


M. S. Babcock, who is away on a 
leave of absence for seven weeks, was 
in the Yosemite Valley at last report. 


Sunday, July 12th, an automobile 
party consisting of E. B. Walthall, W. 
E. Durfey, J. M. Buswell, A. B. Car- 
penter and “Babe” Walthall made the 
trip to Big Creek and report having 
a very enjoyable time. 

Paul B. Wilson, district agent at 
Madera, was in the Fresno office dur- 
ing the month. 

Zeke Johnston now has company. 
He is not the only one of the company 
crew who has been hailed before a 
magistrate and fined for breaking the 
law. Sharing with him this dishonor 
now is General Agent E. D. Farrow, 
Jr. “Doc” was trapped in his bome 
town, Visalia. “There was a time, un- 
doubtedly, when the Visalia cops 
would not have dared to arrest “Doc,” 
but apparently he does not stand in as 
strong now as he did in his younger 
days, and accordingly the upholders 
of the law went through him to the 
extent of five dollars. He is still five 
ahead of Zeke, for the Fresno judge 
fined the garage foreman a ten spot. 

Chief Inspector J. M. Buswell made 
a trip to Crane Valley during the 
month. 

Charles H. Shinn, formerly forest 
supervisor and now in the employ of 
the San Joaquin Valley Counties As- 
sociation, collecting its timber and 
wood exhibit for the Panama-Pacific 
Exposition, was in the Fresno office 
several times during the month to get 
in touch with mountain points reached 
by the private telephone line of this 
company. 

L. A. Sommers of the Westinghouse 
branch in San Francisco was in Fresno 
during the month. 

William H. Onken, Jr., managing 
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editor of the Electrical World, pub- 
lished in New York, was in Fresno 
during the month while on a trip to 
the coast reviewing western electric 
power development. 

V. R. Frazee left the middle of the 
month on his vacation, which is being 
enjoyed in the mountains of Fresno 
County. 

R. M. Alvord, manager of the small 
motor department of the General Elec- 
tric Company at the San Francisco 
branch, was in Fresno during the 
month with Jack Van Huysen. "Van," 
by the way, prepared himself for the 
summer's heat with a natty silk suit 
and a Panama hat. 

General Agent E. D. Farrow, Jr., 
left on the 17th for the Coast Counties 
districts to be gone several weeks. 


Bakersfield 


It was with regret that the em- 
ployees of the Bakersfield district saw 
the resignation of Harry A. Jastro, 
commercial manager, go into effect 
July 10th. Mr. Jastro has been with 
the company since its entry into Bak- 
ersfield and was connected with the old 
company several years previous to that 
time. “The well wishes of the entire 
Bakersfield district follow Mr. Jastro 
in the new field he has chosen. “The 
presence of both he and Mrs. Jastro 
will be missed from the numerous 
social gatherings of the Bakersfield 
district employees, as on these occa- 
sions the former commercial manager 
and his most agreeable wife went a 
long way toward insuring the success 
of whatever venture was undertaken. 

General Superintendent E. A. Quinn 
of Fresno, in company with C. L. Eas- 
ton, electrical superintendent of the 
Bakersfield district, made an extensive 
trip of inspection through the McFar- 
land and Wasco agricultural districts 
during the month to look over the in- 
stallations in those respective localities. 
They proceeded to the Tule River dis- 
trict after completing the valley in- 
spection, visiting the Strathmore sub- 
station on the way. 

Chief Clerk O. M. Simpson was a 
business visitor to the central office 
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in Fresno during the month on mat- 
ters connected with his department. 


“Judge” Murray Bourne, of the legal 
department, was in town. for several 
days during the month on matters 
pending in the local courts. 


Morris Leehy, the rotund city fore- 
man, had the misfortune to be the tar- 
get for a block and tackle which fell 
from a pole top and struck him on the 
back of the head. Morris was laid up 
for several days and now wears an 
ugly looking scar as the result of the 
collision. “The latest reports from the 
block and tackle are that they are ab- 
solutely uninjured. 


O. A. Walthall, district agent at 
McFarland, made his customary visits 
to Bakersfield during the month. 

S. G. Gassaway and W. C. Johnson, 
representatives of the General Electric 
and Westinghouse companies, respect- 
ively, were visitors in the Bakersfield 
office during the month. 

R. J. Carlisle, who is better known 
as “Bob,” for some time past foreman 
of the garage, has resigned and July 
2nd sailed from Philadelphia for the 
British West Indies where he has ac- 
cepted a position as garage superin- 
tendent at Trinidad for the Trinidad 
Lake Petroleum Company. Bob an- 
ticipates a pleasant experience in the 
foreign country and his friends, who 
are legion, united in wishing him the 
best of fortune and good luck. 

Gordon Gillespie, who has been 
dubbed “The Duke of Argyle,” has 
been appointed to the foremanship of 
the Bakersfield garage to fill the 
vacancy caused by the resignation of 
“Bob” Carlisle. 

Fletcher A. Easton, district agent at 
Selma, visited Bakersfield during the 
month to pay a call to his friends in 
this locality. Since his return from 
the east the condition of Mr. Easton’s 
health is much improved, which is 
gratifying news to his many local 
friends. 

Electrical Superintendent C. L. Eas- 
ton made a regular trip of inspection 
through the west side oilfields during 
the month to look after the installa- 
tions in operation in those localities. 


Miss Anna Holz, a prominent mem- 
ber of the K. V. A.’s, has resigned her 
position in the store department and 
June 27th left for Los Angeles where 
she will visit with friends for the sum- 
mer. 

E. D. Farrow, Jr., the general agent, 
made a visit to the Bakersfield district 
during the month, 


Wm. Tyler, Jr., returned to his head- 
quarters in Bakersfield from Selma 
after completing the erection of a gas 
holder at the last named point. 


J. B. Carter, district agent at Taft, 
and Mrs. Carter were in Bakersfield 
during the month, Jack having been 
summoned to the county seat as a wit- 
ness in a legal proceeding. Mrs. Car- 
ter visited with local friends. 

George Beatty, who has supervision ` 
of the company’s teaming, was in Bak-. 
ersfield during the month making his.” 
regular trip of inspection of the stock 
and wagons in this district. l 

H. H. McClintock, superintendent of 
the Northern Exploration Company, 
was in Bakersfield several times dur- 
ing the month and called at the com- 
pany garage. 

Albert Walthall, who has been 
checking over records in the inspection 
department for some time past in the 
local office, has returned to his head- 
quarters in Fresno, much to the dis- 
appointment of a number of the fas- 
cinating K. V. A.’s. 

Gordon Slater seems to be pursued 
by an unlucky star. After meeting 
with a severe motorcycle fall several 
weeks ago, he sustained another re- 
cently while on a mountain trip in the 
vicinity of Kernville. He was not 
seriously injured, however, and was 
lucky to escape with a slight sprain 
of his knee. 

O. M. Simpson and A. Y. Meudell 
were called to Fresno the last part of 
the month on business, and from re- 
ports had an enjoyable time, after the 
office closed, in renewing old acquaint- 
ances around the thriving Raisin City. 

Odin Bickerdike has returned from 
his vacation, which was enjoyably 
spent in Los Angeles and the south- 
ern beaches. 
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A. Y. Meudell, superintendent of the 
gas department, went to Los Angeles 
for several days the first part of the 
month to inspect new installations in 
gas plants in the southern part of the 
state. 


M. Niccolls and his family are spend- 
ing their vacation in Napa on a visit 
to Mrs. Niccolls' parents. 

Arthur Battle spent his vacation in 
Los Angeles and he has returned and 
is again at work after a very enjoy- 
able outing. 

The Bakersfield salesroom has been 
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its kind installed in the district and 
the dairymen in the vicinity are watch- 
ing it with a great deal of interest. 


M. R. Barnett, representing the W. 
F. Boardman Company of San Fran- 
cisco, was a business visitor in the 
Bakersfield office during the month. 


The Kern County Board of Educa- 
tion has arranged for the setting of a 
meter for a ten horsepower motor at 
the High School Agricultural Farm. 

O. A. Walthall is now the happy 
possessor of a canine friend by the 
name of “Jimmy Alexander.” “Jim” be- 


The company headquarters at Merced Falls— W. L. Blake, foreman of the district, on his patrol horse 
and George Hamby, his assistant 


doing a fine business in fans during 
the hot spell and Salesman Bishop 
proudly points to his record of from 
15 to 20 fans per day. 


The Williams School on Nile Street, 
one of the new structures of the Bak- 
ersfield School Department, has been 
equipped with a 7% horsepower motor, 
which is to be used in the operation 
of the ventilating system. 

John Teel, an enterprising rancher 
of the Rio Bravo district, has installed 
a four horsepower motor on an elec- 
tric pneumatic milking machine which 
is capable of handling thirty cows at 
one time. It is the first machine of 


Google 


ing of a more mature age than the late 
lamented “Bum” is expected to be more 
discreet when attempting to carry the 
weight of passing automobiles upon 
the middle of his back, and not do it. 
But his new owner will undoubtedly 
be kept busy keeping “Jim” out of the 
police court because he has a seem- 
ingly insatiable desire to. disturb the 
peace of the entire dog community. He 
claims the middleweight championship 
of all dogdom and is always ready to 
defend his honors against any and all 
comers. 


Louis Sommers, of the San Fran- 


cisco office of the Westinghouse Com- 
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pany, W. C. Johnson, the district rep- 
resentative, and Mr. Johnson, from the 
factory at Pittsburgh, visited Bakers- 
field July 2nd and in company with 
C. L. Easton, electrical superintendent 
of the Bakersfield district, inspected 
the different oil well installations in 
the Kern River field. The next day 
they visited the west side oilfields. 


July 2nd the Bakersfield office was 
honored with a visit from “Doc” Rad- 
ford of the Canyon plant. 

K. S. Littlejohn, superintendent of 
the Lerdo Land Company, was num- 
bered among the nimrods who spent 
the nation’s birthday on hunting and 
fishing trips to the hills. He went to 
Cedar Creek in quest of the elusive 
trout. 


Gordon Slater spent the Fourth of 
July hunting in the mountains near 
Kernville. Nothing is to be said about 
the results of the chase. 

A. D. Church has entered the em- 
ploy of the company as clerk in the 
steam plant and gas department. 

Harry Morrison and H. V. LaBreque 
of the garage department spent the 
Fourth and the following day on a deer 
hunt in the Tejon Mountains. They 
report sighting a number of the fleet- 
footed animals and having wounded 
two, but they brought home no ven- 
ison. 

A. Neal Jacobs, of the dispatching 
force, has been confined to his home 
with a very severe attack of pleurisy. 
His mother was sent for and remained 
with him over the most serious stage 
of his illness. 

A number of the Bakersfield office 
force spent the Fourth of July at 
Tehachapi in the cooling shade of the 
mountain oaks. They enjoyed the two 
days’ outing to the fullest and came 
back to the office with glowing ac- 
counts of the attractions of the moun- 
tain town as a summer resort. Those 
making the Tehachapi trip were Miss 
Edith Parker, F. T. Bishop, A. B. 
Simpson, H. P. Bender, A. B. Battle, 
J. P. Ogle, M. H. Kipple and D. B. 
Ogle. 

Miss Thea Altstaetter, W. C. John- 
o:, C. B. Bare and Harry A. Jastro 
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and wife spent the Fourth of July at 
Democrat Springs and report a very 
enjoyable outing. 


J. R. Nelson, superintendent of the 
Kern River Power House, favored the 
Bakersfield office with a visit July 6th. 

Charlie Rawlin came down from 
Fresno July 8th to begin taking stock 
in the Bakersfield district. 


General Superintendent E. A. Quinn 
was in Bakersfield from Fresno July 
8th. 


The Pasteurized Dairy Products 
Company have installed a 5 horse- 
power motor to operate their refriger- 
ating plant at the works at 15th and 
L streets. A 15 horsepower motor has 
been installed by the Meadowland 
Creamery Company, 15th and O 
streets, for the operation of a refriger- 
ating plant. 

Weit's Plunge at Wasco was the 
scene of the annual outing—bath as 
Ace Meudell chose to call it—of the 
Bakersheld K. V. A. Club and their 
friends Sunday, June 21st, and the day 
will go down in the history of the club 
as one of the most enjoyable and suc- 
cessful ever undertaken. The party 
numbered sixty-seven and as the popu- 
lar Weit place had been leased for the 
day, the K. V. A.’s and their friends 
made merry to their hearts’ content. 
The start was made early in the morn- 
ing and upon their arrival almost 
everyone donned bathing suits and at 
once entered the plunge where a most 
enjoyable time was had for a couple 
of hours. Aquatic sports were in- 
dulged in. “There were exhibitions of 
high diving and in the latter event 
Caruso L. Easton, Pete O'Hare, Guy 
Dumble and F. B. Tarpley proved 
themselves to be the most efficient 
water rats. 

At 1 o'clock all present assembled 
in the eucalyptus grove adjoining the 
plunge where a bounteous and sump- 
tuous repast, consisting of hot wiener- 
wursts, Spanish beans, potato salad and 
other trimmings, together with coffee 
and lemonade, were served cafeteria 
style. A large Victrola furnished the 
music throughout the day and dancing 
was indulged in, by those who cared 
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for this pastime, on the platform sur- 
rounding the plunge. “Those who cared 
neither for the aquatic sports of for 
the dancing amused themselves prom- 
enading through adjacent orchards or 
playing cards. The cafeteria kept open 
during the afternoon and ice cream 
and other refreshments were likewise 
to be had. “The happy and tired crowd 
left at 6:45 p. m. after a most delight- 
ful day, arriving home without any 
mishaps. 

The committee on arrangements had 
a hard time keeping Bill Tyler and 


F. B. Tarpley, Albert Walthall and 
others distinguished themselves on the 
temporary trapeze, in company with 
Guy Dumble and C. L. Easton. A. Y. 
Meudell was busily engaged during the 
day forcibly causing those to enter the 
water who were seated in bothing suits 
in the sunshine around the plunge. 
While endeavoring to assist Meudell 
in this pleasant pastime, C. L. Easton 
was himself tripped up and as he ex- 
pressed himself went over “top side 
down,” incidentally swallowing his 
cigarette. Some bystander was heard 


Raleigh Casad, agent of the Merced district, believes in knuckling down to hard work whenever 


the occasion demands. 


He is here shown connecting up a motor for a test 


in the Mariposa County mining district 


Tom Martin from entering the plunge 
both at the same time, fearing that the 
water supply would immediately give 
out in case such a catastrophe would 
occur. 

Albert Walthall bears the distinctive 
honor of diving into the deepest part 
of the plunge in such a manner that 
he left a hole behind him. Miss Myrtle 
Meudell proved herself to be the best 
lady swimmer. Genial Lou Johnston 
created tremendous havoc with the 
wienerwursts and also caused mer- 
riment when fed with milk from a bot- 
tle by C. L. Easton. 
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to make the remark that a Mexican 
submarine had evidently entered the 
gates unseen and had crawled up 
through the drain pipe. 

Mr. and Mrs. Ed Weit, the popular 
proprietors of the plunge, proved them- 
selves to be exceptional hosts and well 
capable of handling any affair such as 
the K. V. A. picnic. The grounds were 
in beautiful condition and the entire 
day passed without a single incident 
to mar the pleasure of the occasion. 

Those composing the merry party 
were: 

Messrs. and Mesdames Harry A. 
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Jastro, A. Y. Meudell, C. L. Easton, 
W. F. Tyler, Lou Johnston, William 
Steirn, Chas. B. Bare, C. E. Nugent, 
F. Blackesley, E. Busby, G. H. Bald- 
win, H. Steigleman, Jack Nelson, G. 
Klingwald of the Southern California 
Edison Co., Mrs. M. J. Emmons, Mrs. 
E. Dodge, Misses Edith Parker, Dena 
Pesante, Blanch Oard, Thea Alts- 
taetter, Jessie Cretsinger, Myrtle Meu- 
dell, Clara Dupras, Lita Bare, Frances 
Ulrich, Eva Hirshíeld, Pauline Hirsh- 
feld, Mary Meudell, Florence Bare, 
Bernice Rimmer, Messrs. F. B. Tarp- 
Jey, Albert Walthall oí Fresno, D. B. 
Ogle, Guy Dumble, A. N. Jacobs, 
Frank Bishop, H. C. Weibe, R. Yan- 
cey, Frank Easton, Arthur Battle, Pete 
O'Hare, Tom Martin, C. C. Dickson 
of Fresno, E. S. Erwin of Fresno, Wil- 
lard C. Johnson, Leslie Younglove, 
Monroe Hochheimer, Al Von Langdon, 
Harry LaBrecque, Al Miller, Fuller 
Davis, Masters A. Y. Meudell, Jr.. and 
Fred Blakesley. 


Merced 

Bert Sales returned July 9th from 
the mining district near Hornitos 
where he was engaged for some time 
connecting several of the mines which 
have recently installed electricity for 
motive power. 

U. S. Grant, a well known commer- 
cial engineer who is handling the ir- 
rigation problem for the Squeiers 
Realty Company of San Francisco, the 
firm which is sub-dividing 1500 acres 
near Le Grand, spent two days with 
District Agent Casad during the month 
in making tests on the pumping plants 
in the vicinity. Mr. Grant expressed 
himself as being very much pleased 
with the method of installing pump- 
ing plants and irrigating from reser- 
voirs as employed on the lines of the 
San Joaquin Light and Power Cor- 
poration. 

Power was turned on at the Sunlit 
Fruit Company's cannery at Atwater 
July lst. “The cannery expects to do 
a large business this year and the 
growers in the vicinity expect a profit- 
able season. 

District Agent Casad made several 
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trips to Fresno during the month on 
business. The turning on of the juice 
on several mining properties in the 
vicinity of Hornitos also required a 
number of trips into the mining belt 
of Mariposa County. 

George Hamby, who was employed 
as helper at the sub-station at Merced 
Falls, has resigned, and has gone to 
San Francisco where he has taken em- 
ployment as an operator for the West- 
ern Union. 


Paso Robles 

The big 50 horsepower motor in- 
stalled by the El Nacimiento Rancho 
Company was placed in operation May 
lst and is now doing wonderful work. 
It is hitched to a 7-inch Byron Jack- 
son pump and is throwing water at the 
rate of 1200 gallons per minute. At 
the present time the water is being 
pumped direct into an underground 
pipe system to irrigate alfalfa, but this 
system will soon be replaced by a res- 
ervoir system, the company now build- 
ing one of the finest irrigating reser- 
voirs to be found any place in the state. 
The structure will be entirely of re- 
enforced concrete, the bottom as well, 
and will be 130 feet by 130 feet and 
8 feet deep. The forms and re-enforc- 
ing have been placed and within a 
short time the big structure will be 
ready to receive water. 

All of the numerous plants installed ` 
in this district during the past few 
months have been placed in operation 
and are now working in fine order and 
are giving the best of satisfaction. 

District Agent Kommers has been 
a busy man for many weeks past with 
the resumption of the pumping season, 
and in addition to drumming up new 
business and supervising installations, 
he has been making the rounds of his 
regular customers to make certain that 
everything is working as it should be 
at their plants. . . 

Kent Hibbard, the collector for the 
Paso Robles district, has gone and 
done it. He and his bride have re- 
turned and are now comfortably set- 
tled and happy in their cozy new home. 
Mrs. Hibbard was Miss Myrtle Mor- 
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When the genial collector left 


gans. 
for his vacation May 9th he took his 
prospective wife and members of her 
family with his across the mountains 
to Fresno, where the ceremony was 
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O. A. Kommers, agent of the Paso Robles dis- 
trict, and temporary transformer installation to 
give service to Atascadero Community Conven- 
tion. 


performed. A pleasant outing was 
spent in San Francisco and at the end 
of two weeks Mr. and Mrs. Hibbard 
returned home and were greeted with 
the congratulations and well wishes of 
their many friends. 


San Joaquin Light and Power juice 
is doing good work in the task of 
building the new bridge across the 
Salinas River to take the place of the 
structure that was washed out during 
the floods of last winter. The new 
bridge will be 480 feet in length and 
will cost $43,238. 

Under the supervision of District 
Agent O. A. Kommers a two pole ex- 
tension has been erected to supply the 
power to be used by the big electric 
hoist in the construction of the bridge, 
and the water to be used in mixing 
the concrete and cement will be ob- 
tained from the water system of the 
company. 

The ends of the old bridge, which 
stood for months after the flood, have 
been removed and this meant the re- 
moval of the temporary four-inch water 
main suspended across the river for 
supplying the city of Paso Robles. In 
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its stead a six-inch line has been laid 
over the bed of the river and when the 
new bridge is completed it will be re- 
moved to the floor of the structure. 

The new bridge is being erected by 
Gutleben Brothers of San Francisco 
and will be first class in every respect. 
It will be in use during the early part 
of the coming fall. 


With the Street Car Boys 


Motorman James Moore very con- 
siderately gave up his day run to Cecil 
Hess, after the latter’s sickness. The 
doctor advised Hess to keep off of the 
night run for three weeks at least and 
Moore very kindly volunteered to 
change shifts. Jim believes in the Gol- 
den Rule. He says it works both ways. 

Motorman Weigan, who is an ardent 
baseball fan, says that there is little 
sport in the national pastime as it 1s 
played in this locality now and he is 
turning his attention to some other 
game for pleasure. 

Conductor Spear spent a week at the 
southern beaches during the month, en- 
joying himself in the surf, meeting his 
friends and having a good time gen- 
erally. He returned to work much re- 
freshed and is now digging in with the 
old “pep.” 

Conductor Harry Clark, who en- 
joyed his vacation during the month, 
spent his time to good advantage by 
painting his pretty little bungalow on 
Orange Avenue. Harry is some artist 
with the paint brush and his cozy little 
home is greatly improved in looks as 
the result. 

Conductor Hill is on the running list 
regularly now and he says he does not 
care if he never gets back to the moun- 
tains. 

Motorman Crandall chaperoned Con- 
ductors Waite and Brower to Cedar 
Creek on a fishing expedition. They 
declared they enjoyed an abundance of 
good fishing and many of the finny 
creatures found repose in their baskets, 
but they discovered, much to their sur- 
prise, that the vigorous mountain air 
increased their appetites to such an ex- 
tent they were forced to consume all 
of their catch in order to prevent star- 
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vation and the consequence was they 
were unable to bring home any trout 
to their friends, who had been given 
many promises. Another consequence 
is that the boys at home now believe 
the fishermen did not even get a bite. 


Motorman Crissman enjoyed a few 
days layoff during the month and spent 
the time in harvesting the fruit crop 
on his ranch. 

Day Foreman Wm. Emerton was 
called to McCloud, Canada, during the 
month on account of the serious illness 
of his mother. 

J. H. Miller has entered the employ 
of the company in the capacity of 
motorman. Miller says he did not 
think there were as many automobiles 
in the world as ran out Nineteenth 
Street the first few days of his service. 

Master Mechanic Mickelberry is the 
proud father of a ten-pound daughter. 
Congratulations were showered upon 
the popular mechanic. Mick assured 
the boys that baby, mother and father 
were doing nicely with the possible 
exception that father’s hair is fast dis- 
appearing and when the new daughter 
gets a little older he does not expect 
to have very much for her to pull. 

Conductor Stock has purchased a 
cozy little home on Pacific Street in 
East Bakersfield where he is now com- 
fortably domiciled. 

Conductor Kast has fallen heir to a 
daylight run on the Chester Avenue 
line, which is much to his liking after 
many months of night service. 

Inspector Arnold has disposed of his 
home in East Bakersfield and has pur- 
chased a pretty twenty-acre tract at 
Edison where he will install a pump- 
ing plant and make many other im- 
provements. Mr. Arnold contemplates 
a home place as modern and comfort- 
able as it can be made and the boys 
will closely watch his progress as a 
farmer. 

Night Foreman Ruggles did himself 
proud in making up the July running 
list. “Old Red” is some cartoonist and 
he put his talents into use in making 
the card. The result was a surprise 
to the boys and evoked much favor- 
able comment from them. 
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